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Letters and
Tomatoes

NOTHING TO FEAR BUT
SPHERE ITSELF

In your October issue #523, and in your intended-to-be-funny “The
Great Outdoors” catalog, you have mentioned the “The Sheep Balls
Cookbook.” Herewith I would like to highlight some facts about cook-
ing sheep balls so the common MAD readers may not be misled by
your catalog. Actually, sheep balls are a very delicious Middle Eastern
delicacy and normally served as a starter or Mezza. Some of the best
ways to prepare them is to grill and serve them with lemon sauce or to
lightly fry and serve them with some chopped herbs and spices. Since
sheep balls are one of my favorite dishes, [ am considering prepar-
ing them the way you have suggested in your catalog: roasted, with
honey, thyme and jalapefio. It sounds like a delicious way to prepare
them. [ am seriously serious about that.

Manar Jawad ¢ Essen, Germany

The Six Million Dollar Manar — Sadly, you've exposed us as the unworldly
brutes we actually are. Sure, we put on fancy airs, but none of us has ever
been out of state, let alone overseas. So in an attempt to undo the damage
caused by our comedic exceptionalism, we cooked up a steaming pot of
sheep balls in your honor! How did we like it, you ask? To make a long story
short: most of our sick days have been wiped out, the carpets have needed
multiple steam-cleanings and the company kitchen has been airing out for
days. Thanks for setting us straight, Manar — you've reminded us why we've
never gone anywhere! —Ed.

MAD BLURBS PART 1

In a recent article posted on Entertainment Weekly's site, Guillermo Del Toro
talked about creating the opening credits for the most recent Simpsons
Treehouse of Horrors episode:

Del Toro wound up creating a mash-up love letter to all sorts of his
horror/fantasy inspirations in paying tribute to The Simpsons, while
taking a page from MAD magazine's Mort Drucker, Will Elder and
Harvey Kurtzman. “They would try to cram so many references in,”
he says. “You as a kid could spend an afternoon on your bed with
your magnifying glass going through a frame of MAD magazine and
finding all these references to this and that.”

e
—————— e

u-w_.“. ve
- S~

MAD CELEBRITY SNAP!
NIFTY FIFTY EDITION!

Raffaele Petruzzi of Los Angeles, CA sent in this awe-
some Celebrity Snap of Thor himself, Chris Hemsworth!
And since Hemsworth is on our Nifty Fifty list of Celebrity
Snaps, Raffaele will not only get all of this issue's give-
aways, but he'll also get a two-year MAD subscription!
AND, because this is one of the first six
Nifty Fifty Celebrity Snaps that we're
running, Raffaele ALSO gets a limited
edition “flocked"” “Batman Black and
White" statue by Sergio Aragones! So
start sending in those pics and let us
shower you with love!

THE MONSTER MASH-UP

I would like if you could feature any of these parodies
in future issues of MAD. I'm not expecting you to put
these into your magazines, but if you do you can play
around with them as much as you want. Anyways,
here are the parodies me, August and Brayden (my
two best friends) came up with for horror movies:
“Nightmare on Elmo Street,” “Fed-Exorcist,” “Clash of
the Tight-Pants,” “Barney the 13th” and “Paranormal
Activity Books.”

Carter Green » Medina, NY

The Bigger They Come, the Carter They Fall — We're
tempted to fill five or six pages of our next issue with one
of your titles, but we can’t decide on which one to use.
Senior Editor Joe Raiola is arguing vociferously for “Barney
the 13th” — he’s wanted to see Baby Bop hacked to pieces
for years — while Senior Editor Charlie Kadau is arguing
just as forcefully for “Clash of the Tight-Pants,” as he's
secretly turned on by the Kraken. So while we’d like noth-
ing more than to make you, August and Brayden rich and
famous, this stalemate likely spells doom for your pitch. As
a consolation, though, you guys do get to see your names
printed on the same letters page as a guy who eats sheep
balls. It doesn’t get much better, does it? —Ed.
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Letters and
Tomatoes

TCM: B-A-D

We don't how it happened (legal threats, bodily harm, etc.) but somehow
Dick DeBartolo, MAD's Maddest Writer (and the Giz Wiz) got to co-host an
entire evening of movie satires with his Turner Classic Movies idol, Robert
Osborne. Dick selected four of his favorite honest-to-goodness satires (vs.
plain old comedies). His picks: Woody Allen's Love & Death; Neil Simon's
Murder by Death; a lesser-known satire, Support Your Local Sheriff; and his
very favorite, This is Spinal Tap. The program aired in early October, and to
TCM's credit, it will not be repeated. Throughout the entire evening, Robert
“proudly” (his word) wore an Alfred E. Neuman pin that Dick had presented
to him. Rumors that Dick sold the pin to Robert seem groundless...for now.

THE ART OF SAVING

[ have been buying your magazine for a long time and you have
always included the word CHEAP! next to the price. Have you noticed
that with today’s inflation and poor economy, $5.99 (plus tax) IS
NOT CHEAP! When MAD costs more than a gallon of gasoline,
there’s something terribly wrong! Of course you'll be cordial in
inviting me to subscribe and save big, so that the word CHEAP will
really mean something.

Troy Edwardes - Fairfield, CA

Troy Story — Had we “noticed that with today’s inflation and poor economy,
$5.99 (plus tax) is not cheap”? Of course we hadn’t, dear boy! Ever since we
began charging so much for our magazine, we've become fabulously, despica-
bly wealthy — in the process completely losing touch with the common man!
Sure, we're sometimes forced to speak to our chauffeurs — and on occasion
our personal valets need to know which Rolex we're in the mood for — but
for the most part, our days are filled with expansive penthouse views and
perfectly-chilled flutes of Armand de Brignac. Now, we must be off — our
fleet of private jets is waiting to whisk us off to a weekend at the roulette
tables in Monaco — but first, we cordially invite you to subscribe by visiting
SubscribeMadMagazine.com or calling 1-800-4-MADMAG! Who knows — with
the money you'll save by subscribing, you might be able to buy you and your
other hobo friends a can or two of beans! —Ed.

ebrated, rather than reviled, but this may just be the

THE SHOW MUST GOONANDO

It's rare that anything related to MAD should be cel-

exception! In November, Cartoon Network aired the 100th & :? n,{ |
episode of MAD! A huge congratulations to Peter Girardi, == &%«,“
Sam Register, Kevin Shinick, Mark Marek and the rest of Bl St

the team who tarnished MAD’s reputation by putting our
name on something that was actually successful!

MISINFORMATION
SUPERHIGHWAY

[ noticed the Facebook insert in your “Letters and
Tomatoes” department demanding that we “Like” you and
[ began to think what there is to like about you. I don’t
“feel good” about the Internet as it is. How can you feel
good about an information station with social sites? And,
besides, how popular do you guys wanna get?

Fred Garzone - Philadelphia, PA

Dawn of the Fred — Don’t think too hard about what there is to
like about us — you're not going to get very far. As to your inci-
sive, probing questions: you can feel good about the Internet (or,
as you so succinctly describe it, “an information station with social
sites”) by visiting sites that you enjoy. Need some recommenda-
tions? Judging by your letter’s questionable content and shaky
handwriting, we think you'd probably like WeepingSores.com,
RhinoRomance.net and the Huffington Post. As to your second
question: we'd love to be popular, but not so popular that we can't
walk outside for our daily bag of Andy Capp Hot Fries. In short,
somewhere between Leonardo DiCaprio and Fred Garzone. —Ed.

LIKE MAD ON FACEBOOK!

We're on Facebook! You should go there and “Like" us. Go on...
it'll make you feel good about the Internet! (Even you, Garzone!)

facebook

madmagazine.com

MAD Magazine

PLENTY OF NAME TO GO
AROUND

[t is no secret that your fine (feh) publication has a colorful
history of poking fun at readers’ names. Heck, it might be
some kind of time-honored tradition or something. Well,
my name is Daniel Goodroad and I've heard it all. Going
back as far as my days in grammar school. Bad street, bad
path...I dunno...beefy face (grammar-school kids aren’t that
creative). So, what do you got for me? Hit me with your best
shot. And if you think you can just throw out some hack-
neyed play on “Dan,” well, that’s your prerogative. But will
you be able to look yourself in the mirror in the morning?

Daniel Goodroad - St. Paul, MN

Dan Solo — We were tempted to make fun of your ridiculous
last name, but as you can see from our dreadful “Dan Solo” pun,
we're much more interested in throwing out a hackneyed play on
“Dan.” After all, as you know from reading MAD, hackneyed hu-
mor is our stale, flavorless bread and butter! As to being able to
look ourselves in the mirror, that's something we've never done
with much success. For one thing, none of us are particularly at-
tractive, and for another, considering where our lives have taken
us, we're none too eager to stare into the barren wastelands of
our hideously misspent existences. Now where were we? Oh,
that's right — thanks for writing, Wu-Tang Dan! —Ed.
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MAD BLURBS PART 2

MAD gets mentioned in Joyland, Stephen King's recent
novel! King has said that he will be retiring soon, which
makes sense — when you start name-dropping MAD in

-

A (HEADLESS) BODY OF WORK

Recently, MAD's own Al
Jaffee was presented with
this life-sized bust (em-
phasis on bust!) by artist
Linda Shea, who covered
it with MAD art from doz-
ens of issues. Shea was a
school teacher in Califor-
nia who was such a huge

your work, it's definitely time to pack it in!

MAD fan, she introduced
every kid in her classes
to MAD (before eventu-
ally being stripped of her
license and turning to art,
we assume)!

“He shook his finger at me. ‘Sarcasm will get you
nowhere in life, boy. Unless you're angling for a
writing job at Mad Magazine, that is.’”

...................

—From Joyland by Stephen King

READER ALERT

If you had your letter printed in this issue, hoooo boy are you in for
some goodness. You'll be getting Blu-ray/DVD combo sets of both
Fast & Furious 6 and Despicable Me 2 — plus a Minion beanie! —
all from our chums at Universal Studios Home Entertainment; Star
Wars Art: Concept, from our buds at Abrams Books; Assassina-
tion!: The Brick Chronicle of Attempts on the Lives of Twelve U.S.
Presidents, from our amigos at Skyhorse Publishing, Inc.; the 3-DVD
set, The History of WWE: 50 Years of Sports Entertainment from
our compadres at WWE; and one randomly-selected DC Universe
Pop! Vinyl figure from our pals at Funko! If you didn't get these
goodies, don't beat yourself up — they're all on sale now! But may-
be next time you'll write us a letter, eh, cubby?

BRENDAN POWELL SMITH

<
HRONICLE OF ATTEMPTS ON THE LIVES
5 PRESIDENTS

THE E-F\Ci{ﬁ
DF TWEWE U

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, AND CIRCULATION

1. Publication Title: MAD. 2. Publication No.: 324-520. 3. Filing Date: October 30, 2013. 4. Issue Frequency: Bimonthly. 5. Number of Issues Published Annually: 6. 6. Annual Subscription Price: $19.99. 7. Complete Mailing
Address of Known Office of Publication: MAD, 1700 Broadway, New York, NY 10019-5905. Contact Person: Jeff Boison. Telephone: 212-636-5924. 8. Complete Mailing Address of Headquarters or General Business Office of
Publisher: MAD, 1700 Broadway, New York, NY 10019-5905. 9. Full Names and Complete Mailing Addresses of Publisher, Editor, and Managing Editor: Publishers: Dan DiDio and Jim Lee, 1700 Broadway, New York, NY 10019-
5905. Managing Editor: John Ficarra, 1700 Broadway, New York, NY 10019-5905. 10. Owner: E.C. Publications, Inc., wholly owned by Time Warner, a publicly held corporation. Complete Mailing Address: E.C. Publications, Inc.,
1700 Broadway, New York, NY 10019-5905. 11. Known Bondholders, Mortgagees, and Other Security Holders Owning or Holding 1 Percent or More of Total Amount of Bonds, Mortgages, or Other Securities: None. 13. Publica-
tion Title: MAD. 14. Issue Date for Circulation Data Below: October, 2013, MAD 523. 15. Extent and Nature of Circulation: a. Total Number of Copies (Net Press Run): Average No. Copies Each Issue During Preceding 12 Months:
298,802; No. Copies of Single Issue Published Nearest to Filing Date: 288,383. b. Paid Circulation (By Mail and Outside the Mail): (1) Mailed Outside-County Paid Subscriptions Stated on PS Form 3541 (Include paid distribution
above nominal rate, advertiser's proof copies, and exchange copies): 84,732; 85,582. (2) Mailed In-County Paid Subscriptions Stated on PS Form 3541 (Include paid distribution above nominal rate, advertiser's proof copies,
and exchange copies): 0; 0. (3) Paid Distribution Outside the Mails Including Sales Through Dealers and Carriers, Street Vendors, Counter Sales, and Other Paid Distribution Outside USPS®: 82,046; 73,595. (4) Paid Distribution
by Other Classes of Mail Through the USPS (e.g. First-Class Mail®): 0; 0. c. Total Paid Distribution (Sum of 15b (1), (2), (3), and (4)): 166,777; 159,177. d. Free or Nominal Rate Distribution (By Mail and Outside the Mail): (1)
Free or Nominal Rate Outside-County Copies included on PS Form 3541: 0; 0. (2) Free or Nominal Rate In-County Copies Included on PS Form 3541: 0; 0. (3) Free or Nominal Rate Copies Mailed at Other Classes Through the
USPS (e.g. First-Class Mail): 0; 0. (4) Free or Nominal Rate Distribution Outside the Mail (Carriers or other means): 0; 0. e. Total Free or Nominal Rate Distribution (Sum of 15d (1), (2), (3) and (4)): 0; 0. f. Total Distribution (Sum
of 15c and 15e): 166,777; 159,177. g. Copies not Distributed: 132,025; 129,206. h. Total (Sum of 15f and g): 298,802; 288,383. i. Percent Paid (15¢ divided by 15f times 100: 100%; 100%. 17. Publication of Statement of Owner-

ship: Will be printed in the February (#525) issue of this publication. 18. | certify that all information furnished on this form is true and complete.

Dan DiDio, Co-Publisher, MAD, October 31, 2013

William Gaines Founder
John Ficarra VP & Executive Editor

EDITORIAL

Charlie Kadau, Joe Raiola Senior Editors
Dave Croatto Editor
Jacob Lambert Associate Editor

ART DEPARTMENT

Sam Viviano Art Director

Ryan Flanders Associate Art Director
Doug Thomson Assistant Art Director
Lana Limon Production Artist

Contributing Artists And Writers
The Usual Gang of Idiots

ADMINISTRATION

Diane Nelson President
Dan DiDio and Jim Lee Co-Publishers
Geoff Johns Chief Creative Officer

John Rood Executive VP — Sales,
Marketing & Business Development

Amy Genkins Senior VP — Business &
Legal Affairs

Nairi Gardiner Senior VP — Finance
Jeff Boison VP — Publishing Planning
John Cunningham VP — Marketing

Terri Cunningham VP — Editorial
Administration

Anne DePies VP — Strategy Planning &
Reporting

Amit Desai Senior VP — Franchise
Management

Alison Gill Senior VP — Manufacturing &
Operations

Bob Harras Senior VP — Editor-in-Chief,
DC Comics

Jason James VP — Interactive Marketing

Hank Kanalz Senior VP — Vertigo &
Integrated Publishing

Jay Kogan VP — Business and Legal Affairs,
Publishing

Jack Mahan VP — Business Affairs, Talent

Nick Napolitano VP — Manufacturing
Administration

Sue Pohja VP — Book Sales
Courtney Simmons Senior VP — Publicity
Bob Wayne Senior VP — Sales

MAD #526 is on sale February 25!

FOR SUBSCRIPTION QUESTIONS: Go to the MAD website!
All you need is your name and zip code to renew, change
your address, give a gift subscription, check your account
balance and expiration dates or to request a missing issue.
Just go to www.madmagazine.com or call 1-800-4MADMAG
(U.S. and Canada only) or write to P.O. Box 8537, Big Sandy, TX
75755-8537! Please DO NOT phone, write, fax or e-mail

our New York office — we're too dumb to help you here!

HOW TO REACH US: MAD, Dept. 525, 1700 Broadway, New
York, NY, 10019. Or e-mail us at letters@madmagazine.com!
All letters to the editor and accompanying photos or other
materials may be edited and published in any MAD publication
in any format and will not be returned.

MAD welcomes reader submissions. Manuscripts will not
be returned or acknowledged, however, unless they are
accompanied by a self-addressed, stamped envelope!
MAD doesn’t read faxed submissions!

Fax MAD at 212-506-4848!
VISIT US ONLINE! MADMAGAZINE.COM



You Can Never Improve on the Classics...
cven though there's PLENTY of room for improvementt

L)

Friv ity ¢
andl’| |

ve i
4"‘5 ~
¥

)

-

5

SRIARARAESE

MAD issues
#9929 —13]

(1965—1969)
are now

~  available on
| B the iPAD!

Download
them through
the
MAD APP
in the
iTunes store!

4 — <
WARNING! Oe{ . oo,
MAY 55 ANOTHER MAN'S POISON e

\ - ;---’ ~<d X .

$1.99
an issuel

e S e e ‘ (So much cheaper
map 100th J than the cost of
(ISSUE developing a
time machine and
travelling back
to buy the
original issues!)

Relive the disappointment — DIGITALLY!



THe FUNDALINIPAGEesS

SECRETS EDWARD SNOWDEN IS STILL SITTING ON Downton Abbey Character
| s e . or Drag Queen?

9. James St. James

1. Lady Chablis 10. Charles Pierce

2. Francis Leon 6. Mary Dale 1. Amber LeMay of
3. The Widow 7. Dame Edna the House of LeMay
Norton Everage 12. Rickard Engfors

4. Julian Eltinge

8. Michelle DuBarry
9. Victoria Parker

13. Issan Dorsey
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The minister who officiated at the Clintons’
wedding was not licensed, meaning Bill
never technically committed adultery

President Obama’s free throw
percentage in White House pickup
games is a lousy 64%

Ironically, there’s a Mexican wrestler
named Carlos Danger who uses the ring
name “Antonio Weiner”

Writer: Jeff Kruse Artist: Anton Emdin

AN & -
VN

ANSWERS: Trick question — they're all drag queens! And you call yourself cultured!
Writer: Matt Lassen  Artist: Justin Peterson

The secret to a thicker, tastier omelette?
One tablespoon of cream cheese

The identities of two additional Simpsons
characters that are gay

The Fast5

CLEVER WAYS TO GET RID
OF YOUR STUDENT LOANS

1 Wait until your parents die from the stress of working to
support you, then use your inheritance to pay off the loans.

2 Visit your elderly grandparents every week and tell them
it’s your birthday. At $20 a visit, your $50,000 loan will be
licked in just under 50 years!

3 Figure out how to manage your money by taking a class at
the local college.

4 Get everyone you know to sponsor you for a marathon,
then run one five times a week, indefinitely.

Writer: Matt Lassen
Artist: Kevin Pope

5 It’s simple: just take out another loan.

Celebrity Cause-of-Death Betting Odds
MILEY CYRUS

e Succumbs to STD contracted

during VMA performance
with Robin Thicke.................. 4:1

Hello, I'm Kentucky
Senator Rand Paul. Recently,
people have taken a closer look at many of my
speeches and writings. They're charging that |
\ plagiarized, copied and in some cases cut and
b pasted pages of material from the Associated
. Press, think tank studies, various articles
and Wikipedia. g

Eckstein Marks the Spot!

* Electrocuted when tongue
accidentally touches
downed power line................

e Kills self when ass
cheeks no longer able
to transfix the nation

| welcome this kind

of examination, because people

& have got to know whether or not
%, their future president is a crook.

. Well, | am not a crook. |

® Massive aneurysm
when those two stupid
knots in her hair are
tied much too tight.............. 48:1

For the past two ,

weeks you have been reading
about the bad break | got. Yet today |
consider myself the luckiest man on the
face of the earth. And yet my critics beat on,
boats against the current, borne back cease-
lessly into the past. Frankly, my dear, | don’t
, give a damn — the only thing worse
. than being talked about is not ¢
"M being talked about. NI

e Felled by congenital
achy breaky heart defect......75:1

5]

e Crushed by catastrophic
crane malfunction while
filming video for

“Wrecking Ball” remix.......200:1

u > i S e i
2y
e S—— :

8 Writer and Artist. dob Eckstein Artist: Rick Tulka

RAND PAUL RESPONDS TO ACCUSATIONS OF PLAGIARISM

Still, how dare they

accuse me of plagiarism? | cannot |

tell a lie: | have nothing to offer but blood, §
toil, tears and sweat. Nobody puts -
. Babyin a corner!

Lt

This has damaged my

A Y political brand, which is based on my ™\

&) ¥ unique personal vision: | think, therefore I am. }
\ If you build it, they will come. Genius is 1% 4
i inspiration, 99% perspiration. _g#

Listen closely when | say
this, footnote police: tread lightly.
| am the one who knocks. | have always
depended on the kindness of strangers. Help
will always be given at Hogwarts to those
who ask for it. | want to take a ride on
your disco stick. Not the bees!
| Not the bees!!!

And so, farewell ™\
from your little droog. %

¢ Writer: :
Hasta la vista, baby! Desmond Devlin
™. Seacrest...out! Artist:
T i A Tom Bunk



THe FUNDaLini PaGes

MEDICALERT BRACELETS
WE’LL SEE NOW THAT
OBESITY IS A «“DISEASE?”

%t My pulse can be taken between the six.th and
2" seventh folds on the right-center of my side-neck.

, If my windpipe is blocked with food, please attempt

s If | am in a coma, please do not attempt to o
uscitate me until the McRib is being offered again. ™72

" _ @ % While being transported to the hospital,
) "= please have the ambulance swing by a McDonald’s.

In the event of mouth-to-mouth resuscitatjon,
please make sure that your own mouth IS
full of half-chewed Junior Mints. %

‘{\\\é\ _ @ # In case of low blood sugar, there is an
7 ) " emergency ham sandwich in my pants pocket.

If | have passed out in a TG Fridays, plea}se mal
*sure that &y «Get Me More Stripes” card is credited
accordingly before removing me from the premises. /

sk If there is.any danger of me swallowing
my tongue, instead of putting a wallet in my
m.outhh, please use a well-marinated rib-eye.

?" e
.: % 3 =1
!,,, [ -

“YEAH, SORRY FOR LEERING. mYy INTERNET’S DowN.”

10 Writer and Artist: Steven Weissman

to flush it through with Cherry-Vanilla Dr Pepper. *Q“-ﬁ |

A Walk in the Parkhurst

“So you think you're just going to go and die for
everyone's sins — well, not with THAT hair you're not!/"

Writer and Artist: Teresa Burns Parkhurst

6 Degrees of Separation
Between Anyone and Anything

CAN YOU LINK THE POLAR
ICE CAPS TO TIM TEBOW?

Writer: Stan Sinberg  Artist: John Kerschbaum

. “" -‘._:_ < 9
e

The Polar Ice ps

are constantly
shrinking in size, as are... who move from up north

to Miami, as did...

o
Ez"’"" 1
\

LeBron James

who blocks a
lot of shots, as do...

Bodyguards

who provide undercover

’ protection, as do...

Condoms |

which can sit unused,
for years, as does...

Tim Tebow!
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@ SICK DEGREES OF KEVIN BACON DEPT. ;

Disclaimer: \,IBWGI’ Illscretmn Amnsed
The Following Program is rated: TV 14

Il language TS Throat Slashing

V Violence EG2 Eyes Gouged every 2 episodes

G Gruesomeness TYC Willmake you Toss Your Cookies
B Blood D Dismembherment

ME More Blood DE Decapitation

ES EarSlitting DIS Disembowelment

YMB Yet More Blood

SS Side Splitting (not side-splitting laughter. Just side splitting)
NRWWD NotRecommended for fans of Well-Written, hour-long Dramas

I’'m ex-FBl agent Ruin Hottie.
I've been stabbed in the heart
and have a pacemaker. I'm also

a borderline alcoholic with
zero personality. Yet somehow

I’'m the guy the FBI called out
of retirement to catch maniac
Joe Carver! Some people have

compared me to Jack Bauer

of 24. They're wrong! Jack

Bauer was a detached, dour,

emotionless investigator.

I'm not as upbeat or as perky

as Bauer. Welcome to Six

Degrees of Kevin Boredom!

And so we begin the FOX series in which Kevin Bacon plays an alco-
~ holic FBI agent with a pacemaker, called out of retirement to track
5 down‘a welrd bloody cuIt obsessed with the poet Edgar Allan Poe .

I'm a dedlcated FBI man and
the field partner to Ruin
Hottie. This guy is a rock star!
| would do anything for him.
The big question is: would
| take a bullet for Hottie? Yes,
| would take a bullet for him.
In fact, last Thursday | took a
case of two dozen full metal
jackets from the FBI munitions

depot and gave it to Hottie so

that he could re-load. Would
| actually take one in the
chest for him? Come on. | said
| was dedicated, not nutso!

I'm FBI agent Dulla Pucker.
| was born to be in law
enforcement. | was the only
kid whose doll house was

wrapped in yellow crime scene
tape! When my older brother

teased me, I'd tase him and

lock him in the shed! | once
arrested my Betsy Wetsie doll
for public urination! I’'m going
to get Joe Carver or die trying.

Oops! Spoiler alert!

Nuke Donavan, supervising
agent of the Cult Investigative
Team. I'm a career FBI man!
| can’t believe how “soft” the
bureau’s gotten. We captured
Dillinger, grabbed Capone,
roughed up John Gotti and
the Unabomber. Now we can’t
take down a poetry-obsessed
death cult! What's next?
The gang from Glee dousing
us with fruit smoothies?

You guessed it. /'m Joe Carver!
Hmm. Let’s see. How can |
describe myself? Okay, try

this: hire a cook. Have her get
a mixing bowl. Toss in a bit

of Hannibal Lecter, a touch of

Charles Manson, garnish with
a little Ted Bundy and Jack

the Ripper. Stir it all together.

Then kill the cook. That's me!

Somehow Joe’s cult followers are every-
where. We are clerks, salesmen, students,
rocket scientists and law enforcement. If you
haven’t already guessed, I'm not the rocket
scientist. I'm Nightstick, a state trooper
and Joe’s right hand man. If anyone gives
Joe trouble | hack off their right hand! | also
gouge eyes, crush bodies under tractors
and carve up people into little pieces and
deposit their remains in different counties.
Kids in the cult have given me a nickname.
They call me “The Voice of Reason”!

WRITER: ARNIE KOGEN ARTIST: TOM RICHMOND

I’'m Dilemma,
and these are
my friends,
Jocko and
Pill. We are
definitely
d the creepiest,
1 weirdest
trioon TV.
Ever!

l’m Clalrol | look normal
but | could have more
issues than anyone. |

spend my life going from

crazy man to crazy man.

I'm the ex-wife of serial

killer Joe and also had an
affair with the moody,

erratic FBl agent Hottie.

Whew, do | pick ‘em! Just

once, couldn’t | hook up

with a nice dry-cleaner?

Either
Are we gay? It's a crazy way
Are we dynamic. When you
straight? [ the three of us are look
Are we bi? alone in a room
Are we we never know
hetero? whether it’'s going
Are we to end in sex
from planet or someone being
Earth? slashed to pieces.

CaII me Fred. It's not my real
name, of course... but would
you give your real name if your
dad was a serial killer and your
mom was dreaming of romance
with a dry-cleaner? And you
thought the kid in Two and a
Half Men grew up in a weird

household! Speaking of Two [ ¥
and a Half Men...that describes ;g,(
my dad'’s three best friends "
after one of them annoyed him! [SEEs




Agent Hottie Your | Thisis the How's
will lead this Ill be brief. Carver is obsessed point? - | prison cell Through That'll end. that?
investigation. with Edgar Allan Poe. He likes to .| where Joe a When he's back Z=
He knows Carver slice people into little pieces and Y The man .| recruited computer, in prison we'll We'll |
better than anyone. | | he has a T-Mobile two-year plan. [ | is insane! s his - he - stop himfrom 5 only [?
. < SN followers [ | gained || connecting & allow him
using the | | a devoted to the [l to use
Internet. following. outside world. | AOL!

B ¥ il
Hello, devoted followers. Welcome to a place | like to We have
call “Casa de Casket.” I'm feeling a lot of love in this el a full day.
room. I'm also feeling a lot of genuine psychopathic Here is your
insanity. That's good. I'm comfortable with that. schedule...

-

&4 9 AM to 12 noon
e Killing!

.

12:30 PM to 4PM

Clairol, Hottie, I'm safe here. I These young l One slight problem. No. They literally came out of the I"ll say!
Joe escaped ||| have two neighbors men are nice, They came out of  closet. They dug a tunnel from their They totally
from prison. looking in on me. polite and the closet. I— apartment to mine and insist on secretly |  ruined &
He's probably 1813 clean cut. = . ‘ entering my house through my closet! B the resale
coming ::I He's got crazy cul 7 A That's not a problem. | A P ez i o value of
afteryou! == followers all over. —. They're gay. Big deal. That’s a problem! i/ A&l @ the place!
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L1 | l

We had Joe back in Rookie mistake, | Look out for the Don’t
full-security prison but Pestin’! This is one of UPS guy, the And, hey, I’ll save save him!
he killed five guards those scenes where elevator man, be careful... the The toddler is
and escaped again. we think we have the pizza guy... || there’s a toddler! | | toddler! | | one of them!
g —m———r1— | him trapped but his
' | This time we have | { followers appear from £0R
' | him surrounded! | [  out of nowhere! N
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Carver and , - Where is that You're going to have Cood
his cult of We're on it! We're We've tracked compound? to do better than that! Okay, he's some- K1
i sickos are still | | using the latest high- Carver and his I Activate the FBI image where between :',VVZ',' e'
"‘1 on the loose. tech FBI tracking cult to an 18th Somewhere analysis and forensic Roanoke, Virginia closi:t
Find them! and surveillance century mansion/ | | on the eastern audio machines! and Schenectady, s g
Now!!! equipment! compound. ¥ seaboard. ] | New York. b
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Mopey is well | Yes. And If you believe that,
guarded and [} you'll also believe there is no
hidden away in H| global warming, bookstores
a secret location. are “thriving” and Mayim
You'll never Bialik will be the next
find Mopey! “Bachelorette”! Mopey will
SR be with me in two panels!

- N

K @ B : 3

You
kid-

mamn mFT=y

| care about you, Clairol.
napped | want to change your name
me. to Annabel Lee and meet at
I & the lighthouse. We'll sip ale, Allan
hate f§= write sonnets and perhaps | Poe!
you. @ both grow droopy mustaches. =

—

Okay,
| get it.
You like
Edgar

| just want

1 ustobea |

—| family again. =
You, me

and our son,
Mopey.

]
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We just

missed them! Partial

Partial :
prints.

plates.

Wow.
There’s a
surprise!

Are you
sure it’s
them?

We have a lot to celebrate. My son and my wife
are with us, and | have completed another chapter in
my book. To lighten your mood, check out the laser
screens above you. We are showing the “wood
chipper” scene from Fargo. Also, refreshments — ||
/ be sure to try the Bloody Marys. It would be a shame

|f aII the members named Mary died for nothmg|
%7 : ‘m 7

/ r://

o
o

N7 SVANNN TR N WA TNV
Thoca ——m————=——m It'sa I’'m talking
has. In past weeks we've |/| death || about FOX!
tards wutness_ed torture, \ cult_, | American Idol
They. | beheadings, death \\L Hottie. is losing
biifisd \ by box cutter apd | That’s heat and
| Agent | now people buried \ what the; net.work
¥ pucker 8 alive! This group they Is using
3 s {| will stop at nothing do. our show to
' to get attentlon grab ratings!

Partial
body.

Your mother and | have an
arrangement. She watches

Welcome to

| 1]

you for ten months In re
a year...and / kidnap you

for two months'

fﬁopelllbe
home schooled?

fathers come
to talk about their
occupations. I'm not
sure | want you there
on Career Day!

gular school,
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| have a
little some-
thing for

Internal Bl On other police dramas
bleedmg' 7] like €S/ and NCIS it's called
== | stabbing. On this show
it’s called “foreplay.”

Ugh'
You
stabbed

| can’t believe
you knifed me!

You've done
horrific things,
Joe. What
were you
expecting — a
Three Stooges
“nose-twist”?

It was a trap! A set-up! You're pure evil, Joe! And now, Actually,
For 16 years finally | have it’s
It’s all part of the you've killed, something this
final chapter of my book. you've impaled, for you! book
| lured you here with that you've ripped faces on
fake Internet feed so that off people! 8 You'll never anger
you could watch Clairol IEEE | get me, Pace- | manage-

die and you could die! Hey, that S how | roII

maker Boy!

ment!



Joe's dead. We're perfectly
safe in this abandoned,
isolated cabin in the
middle of nowhere.

| Really? Ya think?

Whew. [ ——
A lot of
damage
in that
final |} | edged out Ice
episode.

Whoa!
Who's

It’s Hysteria,

So many questions: why are
they always young and pretty?
Why is it always knives and

the an ex-girl-

visitor?

friend of mine.

Why She joined

Is she
slashing

Joe’s cult and
now wants

us? v N revenge!

Yeah, our
ratings spiked.
We even

-

" | Road Truckers!

Okay, Let’s take
a body count.
Fiendish cult leader,
Joe Carver...?

FBI
Agent

-
BPRCN JLP

It was a tough year.
| was beaten to a pulp in,
like, 12 of the 15
episodes, but I’'m looking
forward to next season.

R TR AR

 There may not be

a hext season.

B T

ice picks and never guns?
How do they know exactly
where we are? And. . .why

wasn’t the door locked?

Those are good. Here are mine:
how can a failed lit professor
and lunatic writer afford
an 18th-century mansion,

a 50-acre estate and private
helicopter rentals? Also, why
haven’t | smiled since the early
scenes of A Few Good Men?

What about
Agent Hottie?

Pucker...? |

\_:::e-_; ok 4-';'

What are you
talking about?

There've been

the censors?

The viewers?

complaints this series |

is way too graphic.
It’s creeping a lot
of people out.

SREE R
No, these
people!
It’s creeping
THEM out!

| —

Could be living. Could
be dead. With his facial

yio
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| This has gotta
stop! This show
IS giving
serial killers
a bad name!

I Agent Donavan? ]

After 18 years, Donavan quit
the Bureau. Couldn’t take all the
misery and dispair! He joined
the Chicago Cubs as a coach!

-
S
VAN
AN

and stomach-
churning
violence and
brought it to
a despicably
low level!

They've taken F%
blood splatter §

extt
their series,
our series
is about as
menacing

| as a Say Yes |8
| to the Dress [#88



@ JOKE AND DAGGER DEPT.

r

'3
o !

e e

"":--&”:"f"."' - — . 3
hot AT TR R . oY 3
- FEXCRY T o -rm-u:‘-.-ag;‘l\’\&y‘.&‘,
— ST

L

/
v

——‘---'

pe=

S—— L

-—-—....:m-."‘"

WRITER AND ARTIST: PETER KUPER
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. People Makmg Duck Faces

e ® Q http //www planettad com/proflle/’|2 2013

DECEMBER 18, 2013

So, tonight my little sister Sophie

said she wanted to watch “Jack
Frost”, so | called it up on Netflix for
her. But | wasn’t paying close attention,
because it turns out there are two
movies called “Jack Frost” on Netflix.

L

CWMICHAEL KEATON
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Guess which one she wanted to watch?
And guess which one | accidentally called
up? And guess who’s now in trouble
because his sister can’t sleep?

DECEMBER 20, 2013

.}.’..A. —.r—j—.‘."‘-.'\*rq n-‘,— RN ﬁﬁ’ — ,. » ,____,__.w T ——

% y " v - v - - - ; -~ - . % %A e
oy i K e i s = @ S et P e dat L 0 PF R w‘%.».u --_...‘ SRR O e SR TGO A S

DECEMBER 19, 2013

So, tonight at dinner, Sophie mentioned that she’s going to be house-sitting for

our neighbors, the Grahams, when they go away for Christmas and New Year’s.
| asked her, “Why’d they ask you? They usually ask me.” And she said, “I dunno.
Maybe you’re not responsible enough. They said something about how, when they
went away for two weeks last summer, you forgot to water their plants.” And | said,
“That’s not true! | watered them!” And she said, “Well, they said they all died, so
maybe you didn’t water them often enough.” And | said, “l was supposed to water
them more than once?” And Sophie said, “This is why they asked me to house-sit.”

It’s fine, though. From
what Sophie tells me,

Mr. Graham has a new
aquarium, and he’s asked
her to feed all his tropical
fish. | don’t like fish. They
creep me out, always
staring at you with those
big eyes, and alternating
between drifting around
aimlessly and then darting
around super-fast. It’s the
same reason | can’t watch
Angelina Jolie movies.

v*vwv»wmw?o e e
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A My dad and | watched “It’s a Wonderful Life” on TV tonight, and at the end of
it, the words “THE END” came up huge on the screen.

I’m not sure why old movies always end with “THE END”. | guess maybe, when movies were
new, people used to sit in their seats for hours, all confused, wondering when the movie

would start up again.

DECEMBER 22, 2013

This afternoon, Sophie came to my room and said, “I

need your help.” Which surprised me, because Sophie
never asks for my help. | asked her what she needed, and
she said, “Just come with me,” and led me next door, to the

Grahams’ place.

It turns out, one of the Grahams’ fish was floating upside
down in the aquarium. Sophie said, “They don’t ever swim like
that, do they?” And | said, “No. It’s dead. But so what? They
seem to have plenty of others.” And she said, “No! That’s

Mr. Graham’s favorite! He pointed it out to me because it was
so pretty! He even gave it a name!” | said, “Please don’t tell
me the name that he—" But before | could finish, Sophie

said, “Finny!”

Finny is the stupidest name for a fish ever.
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DECEMBER 23, 2013

C& Sophie and | went up to
71 the Age of Aquariums,

the local fish store, today.
The fish store creeps me out
— between the strange fish
smell, and the feeling of all
those wet, beady fish eyes on
me, and the sales guy who
looks like a fish, and the big
sign reading “Celebrate the 12
Days of Fish-mas!” with fish in
Santa hats, | was getting kind
of nauseous. So when | saw a fish that looked sort of like Finny,
| said, “That’s perfect!” And Sophie said, “Are you sure it’s the
same kind?” And | said, “Positive. It’s like if Finny had a twin.
We’ll call him Finny, Jr.”

‘\- \ (‘

Anyway, | told Sophie that I'd walk with her up to the fish

store at the strip mall, and we could pick out a fish that looks
exactly like Finny, and Mr. Graham would never know. “It’ll be
like that time | replaced your hamster,” | said. “What?” she

said. “Never mind,” | said.

AR iw Sy »‘
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DECEMBER 24, 2013

Disaster.

Sophie ran into the house today screaming. She went over to check
on the Grahams'’ fish, and they’re all dead. “All of them?” | said. “All of
them,” she said. “Except for one. Guess which.”

| went over with her, and there in the tank was Finny, Jr., swimming happily
around a whole lot of dead fish. “What kind of weird psycho fish did you
buy?” Sophie asked. | looked in my pocket and found the receipt:

T T
( "..::‘: R

“You bought a fighting fish?!” Sophie said.

We brought him back to the Grahams’ place, and threw him in
the tank. He seemed really happy to be there, darting around and
playing with the other fish. Sophie looked at me and said words
she’s never said before in my life: “| owe you one.”

J{ fb-lk‘afpﬁa:tg#{m “

DECEMBER 29, 2013

. Sorry | haven’t been able to post for a few
=7} days. On Christmas morning, | woke up to
Sophie jumping up and down on my bed, saying,
“There’s been a blizzard! There’s been a bliz-
zard!” Which seemed sort of unlike her, to get all
excited about snow. And then she said, “There’s
been a power outage! The power’s out all over the
county!” Which seemed even less like her, because
she loves watching TV. And then she said, “We're
off the hook!”
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LATEST TWEETS

PLANET TAD @PlanetTad

What would the Lorax think
about all the trees being
chopped down to print
“The Lorax”?

PLANET TAD @PlanetTad

“Brunch” doesn’t accurately
reflect the proportion of
breakfast and lunch in the meal.
It should be “breakfunch”.

PLANET TAD @PlanetTad

| was really excited to see
“The Wolf of Wall Street”, but
then | found out there aren’t
any wolves in it, and it’s just
about some guy

PLANET TAD @PIanetTad 42m

It’s weird how we all just accept
that candy bars have nougat in
them, even though none of us
know what nougat is.

PLANET TAD @PlanetTad

It’d suck to have Dr. Seuss
as your doctor. “Why do you
feel lousy? Why do you feel
drowsy? | know the answer,
and the answer is cancer!”

- "

PLANET TAD @PlanetTad

| wonder, if you stacked up
all the uneaten strawberry
segments from cartons of
Neapolitan ice cream, how
many times they’d reach
the moon.

PLANET TAD @PlanetTad

| bet, until someone came
up with the candy bar name
Almond Joy, the words
“almond” and “joy” had
never before been in the
same sentence.
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Fruit by the
Foot

Fruit Nlhja Frbot i'.bopé'

“It ate all the others! No wonder the Grahams
don’t let you house-sit anymore!” And then
her voice got really low and scary, and she
said, “| no longer owe you one.”

The way we left it was, we’d get through
Christmas, then tell my parents about what
happened. I’'m not sure what we’ll do —
maybe we’ll have to pay a ton of money for
new tropical fish, or maybe we’ll just tell the
Grahams and beg for their forgiveness.

| know I’'m too old for this, but if there is any
such thing as a Christmas miracle, please let
this all go away. | don’t want to be known as
an accessory to fish murder.

TR i A e LI
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And that’s when | realized: Without any power, the
Grahams’ aquarium was going to shut down, which
would’ve doomed their fish anyway. Once they
heard about the power failure, they’'d be expecting
their fish to be dead, so there’s no way they’d know
that we’d kind of accidentally let loose a serial-killer
fish a few days earlier. We were home free!

It was the happiest Christmas morning either of us
had ever had.

(I realize that usually, that last sentence is preceded
by a story a lot more heartwarming than, “We killed
a bunch of fish and got away with it.” But with our
family, you kind of have to take what you can get.)

Fruit flies Fruit bats

Tad visited:
<> Home

<> Grahams’ house

<> The Age of
Aquariums
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Fish Photo: Shhaase / Dreamstime.com
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THE DYSFUNCTIONAL U.S. CONGRESS noust or -taros

This year, the John Boehner-led 113th Congress proved that government doesn’t work...by not working! When Congress couldn’t agree on a new budget a