Many of our readers consider Frank Jacobs’ The Mad World
of William M. Gaines to be the definitive narrative of Bill Gaines’
life and his E.C. empire. Scarce and long out of print,
the book chronicles the Gaines era through 1972.

To help launch the new MAD XL series,
we are serializing this book over six consecutive XL issues.

WILLIAM M. GAINES Partv

BY FRANK JACOBS

s Library of Congress Card Mo, 7 : Chapters 10,16, and
iwsinn of Ahinadan Pr Lanne Stark in Chanter

B Copyright © 2006 by E.C. Publications. In




MAD has become
a national institution and

made Gaines a millionaire.
We've witnessed his food and
wine binges as well as his diets,
all of short duration, that follow.
Inside E.C., we've seen Gaines at
work, defending MAD from

corporate predators and

running It with a compulsive,

hands-on style unlike
any other

43-MAN SQUAMISH
AND
OTHER IDIOCIES

Ina 1965 issue, MAD introduced “a
great new national pastime,” 43-
Man Squamish. Its inventor was
writer Tom Koch, who outlined the
rules of the game in detail;

A Squamish team consists of 43
players: The left and right Inside

- S N ‘J,.&Ld]f Frummerts,
FulIFnunmert

Back-Up Finks, two Leapers, and a
Dummy.

BEach player is equipped with a
long hooked stick known as a
Frullip. The Frullip is used to
halt opposing players attempt-

ing to cross your goal linc with

the Pritz (ball). The official

Pritz is 3 3/4 inches in diame-

ter and is made of untreated
ibex hide stuffed with bluejay
feathers.

The defending right Outside
Grouch signifies that he is ready to
hurl the Pritz by shouting, “Mi Tio es
infermo, pero la cerretera es verde!”
— a wise old Chilean proverb that
means, “My uncle is sick, but the
highway is green.”

The other rules were equally
absurd, and no one at MAD expect-
ed readers to take the game for any-
thing other than it was meant to be

- a nutty takeoff of outdoor sports.

The reaction was something else.
At least five institutions of higher
learning formed 43-
Man Squamish teams,
among them Cana-
da's University of
Alberta, which in-
formed MAD:
We happen to be
the only undefeated
Squamish leam in
Western Canada,
mainly because we
are the only team
in Western Cana-
a, and we haven't
played a game. We can’t under-
stand why we have no opposition.

Teams were also formed at Mar-
quette and at Rensselaer Polytech-
nic Institute, and MAD continues to
get requests for the official miles. As
of this wriling, the students at Bald-
win-Wallace are working out plans
to set up a 43-Man Squamish Hall of
FFame in Berea, Ohio.

I would like to be able to report
that articles in MAD have cansed
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international incidents. Regrettably,
I cannot. However, there have been
a couple of near misses.

In an article, “Comic Strip Char-
acters Taken From Real Lifc,” the
editors and | came up with a mythi-
cal strip, “Bringing Up Bonnie Prince
Charlie,” featuring Queen Elizabeth,
Prince Philip, and their then eleven-
year-old heir to the British throne:

STAND STV/LL, CHARLIE! STOP
,czmnuéi' R

L O CUR ©
BU3INESS, l’rlll.iP' REM EMBER,;
CHARLIE WILL BE AUME SomeDay!
HE MUST LEARN

H BUT HE'S oHLY

H A 80K LZ...

¥ CAN'T T BE AN
! ORDINARY BOY, MOTHER:
N WHY CaN'T TGO ouT

R TONGUE, CHARLIE! §
YArRE ﬂEGiNHiNGTD SOUND 8
KE YOUR SA7AER.




A London tabloid saw the strip
and reproduced Wally Wood's art-
work beneath a blaring headline —
“A STUPID INSULT." Apparently,
the famed British appreciation of
satire did not extend to swipes at
the Royal Family. After the sequence
was reprinted in a MAD paperback,
it was necessary to rip out, by hand,
the offending page in twenty-five
thousand copics before the book
could be distributed in Great
Brilain.

Another time, MAD ran an ad for
the "Crime-of-the-Month Club,” giv-
ing the club’s address as “Mafia,
Italy.” This irked the Italian Govern-
ment, which protested to the United
States State Department, which sent
a representative who asked MAD to
refrain from using such references
in the future.

The magazine has twice run afoul
of the F.B.I,, the first time after run-
ning an Al Meglin article on board
games. One of the games was called
“Draft Dodger” and offered players
an official draft-dodger card by writ-
ing “to J. Edgar Hoover.” After
Hoover's office was deluged with
mail, two clean-cut, most polite,
most insistent F.B.I. men suggested
that MAD strive to avoid adding to
the bureau’s internal problems.

The second visit from the FB.L
occurred after MAD printed a three-
dollar bill. This was not counterfeit-
ing, of course, as there is no such
item. The bill, however, was proving
effective when inserted in money-
changing machines in Las Vegas.

On the tombstone of every snc-
cessful MAD writer should be chis-
eled the inscription: “He Knew the
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Value of a Premise.” If there is
a secret to the magazine's
appeal, it is the kmowledge of
its writers and editors that a
good article hangs on its
hook. A noteworthy exam-
ple of this occurred when Sy
Reit came up with “The
MAD ‘Down-To-Earth’ Col-
oring Book.” The premise
was, simply, that kids get
nothing from using their
crayons on bunnies and
dogs. To prepare them for
adulthood, youngsters
should be given coloring
books that contain pic-
tures of realistic modern
life. On one page, Reit
provided these instruc-
tions for a picture of a
Family Picnic:

Reit’s premise proved
S0 captivating that with-
in a year of his piece
appearing in MAD, a
dozen publishers had
appropriated his idea and were mak-
ing full-size adult coloring books of
their own.

MAD has assaulted almost every
area of modern life from practically
every angle. One of the more popu-
lar targets has been the syndicated
comic strip. In various articles, MAD
has shown what would happen if
comic characters —

1. Were psychoanalyzed.

2. Behaved like ordinary people.

3. Were as old as their strips.

4., Went nude.

5. Answered self-improvement ads.
6. Were the cast of an opera.

7. Went to an office Christmas party.

.....

8. Had their own magazine.
9. Discussed current events.
10. Were killed off.

11. Had obituaries writien about them.
Many of these premises have lam-
pooned “Peanuts,” bringing letters of
protest from the strip’s syndicateand
letters of appreciation from Snoopy’s
creator, Charles Schulz.
MAD's umpteenth {iwist
“Peanuts,” Schulz wrote, s
“Why don’t you guys
take over the whole
thing, and I'lLquit?"
The second ques-
tion people most




often ask me (after inquiring about
Don Martin) is “Where do you get
your ideas?” I've gotten about half of
them myself. The other half have
evolved from the more than one
hundred script conferences I've had
with Al Feldstein, Nick Meglin and

with you all the way, Dick!” It then
was a simple matter for newsdealers
to display the Kennedy cover, the
issue being distributed the day after
the election.

MAD first went political in late
1959 with a piece by Arnie Kogen. At
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The morning after Election Nay,
1960, MAD becaine the first nation-
al magazine to bear a cover picture
of President John F. Kennedy. This
may seem remarkable, Lthe cover
having been printed some six
weeks earlier, but there was mad-
ness to the method. The particular
issue bore two “front covers” — a
normal front cover plus an upside-
down back cover that looked like a
normal front cover. One cover con-
gratulated JEK and proclaimed, “We
were with you all the
way, Jack!” The
other congratulated
Richard Nixon and

ble. There
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CONGRATULATES

John KENNEDY

A

upon his election as
PRESIDENT

We were with you gl the way. Jack!

Hedging our bet: MAD #60 picked the winner of

§ declared, 'We were

the 1960 Presidential election (depending upon
which side of the magazine you looked at),

the time, President Dwight Eisenhow-
er was scheduled to meet with Nikita
Khrushchev. Kogen proposed that for
the wordy, noncommittal Eisenhower
to be understood, he should take
along special interpreters, such as
Jaimes Cagney and Gary Cooper:

CAGNEY: Khrushchev says that
Kussia is more powerful, and is nat
afraid of America.

EISENHOWER: Well, that's a del-
icate problem, and, of course, no
hasty decision should be made out-
side of the United Nations.

CAGNEY (pushing a grapefruit
into Khrushchev's face): Tke says:
“Shut ya big mouth, Fatso! And
show a little respect! Because any
time you care to tangle with us, this
is just a little sample of what you
can expect, see!”

COOPER: Khrushchev wants to
know if you agree that world disar-
mament is the most important prob-
lem we face today?

EISENHOWER: Well, let me put
it this way...and that is not to say
that official agreement is to be

either inferred or implied...but if we
are to look at the problem in its
broadest sense, and take into con-
sideration all of the inherent ramifi-
cations involved in solving such a
complex problem...
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. Plitell "X feel vicions, “ 1 feel spiteful, ! See the little world that we're living in: B8 1 am scheming,
: you wrm = Oh, so vicious, Oh, so spiteful, 4 How shall I destroy it today-ay? Oh, I'm screaming,
" 1 feel vicious, malicious and low! T feel spiteful and frightfully sly! il JNS8 I will thump my shoe! I am scheming and
How delicious _ How delightful 1 T will make a face! screaming with glee!
Just to know that Lam hated sol = When I think of how despised am Tt 1 will start a war! I won't stop
= e il 1 will get my way! Till the whole world is |_]

Red just like me!

.‘J!Ul:(',‘ to the tune aof

Ilnrt I:lrucler art combined with 1. I'i nlmtns and Fmi Jacobs song parodies ﬂaatell a MAD l:!assll: “East Side Story.”

COOPER: Ike says: “Yup!” lested. But beginning in 1967, his | being slammed, but that others

MAD prides itself on protecting | immunity ended. In a Max Brandel were being spared, and this ran
no sacred cows. Nor sf==piece g of -MAD’s tradition of sati-
magazine went extre e i one; regardless of race,
John F. Kennedy, but, [ 0 e puliﬂes or place in
almost everyone else pubhq_. eye. MAD, some said,
gags about touch foo showmg El‘}ﬁtﬁ‘!uch of one point
Kennedy bankroll, M2 i
Duwing one script se:
tors and [ hit on a na
dy of West Side Story
won an Academy Aw
Picture. The piece wa
at the United Nations, ¥
rival street gangs tra
the forces of the free
Communist bloc. Mort ]
did himsclf with his
Nick Meglin came up
liant idea of superimpo:

t wasn't-as-if the magazine had
n neglecting its other targets. In
same period;-there had been at
dozen articles taking off on
extremists, junkies, the
5, tock stars, and women’s lib-
tion. The problem was that in
eral piéces on Nixon, MAD had
discarded.-its rapierand was using a
bludgeon: Reldstein, who has an
itive reerﬁ'g’:?d_lxen something is
ing everdone;-realized what was
er’s caricatures over act his efforts to reflect
the U.N. The result w; the semtiments—of the countercul-
Story,” and its feature v i o ,hc “was'| commmmg satirical
the leaders of the wo ' '
Khrushchev, Harold
Charles De Gaulle, Fide!
U.N. Ambassador A
In one sequence, Steve
free-world buddies ask
why he’s trying to furn
Red turf. Khrushchev
answer to the tune of “L
Sonon the age of pro
nam were on us, and
with the spirit of the ti
his first years in office
Johnson reigned reasonably unmo-

ob,lectmn was not that Nu-:on was

JRRID Copyright © 2006 by E.C. Publications, Inc. il



Thanks to today’s liberated soci-
ety, Feldstein can add God to his list.
Several church epics have seen print,
among them, Larry Siegel’s “Religion
in America Primer™
See the man.

He is very religious.

He has just been hit by a car.
Quick, get this man to a hospital.
Wait a minute!

We have just found out sometling.
He is a Christian Scientist,

Quick, get this man to a
reading room!

If accomplishing nothing else, the
New Liberation has opened up
fertile areas for MAD's satirists. Like
sex, for example. When Cos-
mopolitan turned libidinous, Amie
Kogen pondered what would happen
when other publications followed suit.
The result was “If Other Magazines
Copied Cosmapolitan’s ‘Sex’ Formula.”
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Heaven help us: The MAD
“Religion in America”
Primer.

MAD is a strange | i
animal. Because it
contains so many
pictures, many peo-
ple call it a comic.
Because it appeals (o
S0 many youngsters,
many people think it
is not fit reading for

i O ALY YOUR HOURES DEFT,

And oow, MAD—in it

-F-I——__ — e
. ZEsre s [ THE MAD

., Antagonire everybody,
regardi of rce ar
FmLTil “RELIGION

' Hasmmk || IN AMERICA?
even worse—by offering | |
- | PRIMER

E2h
e S

ARTHT. biin £owen
WRITER LAY S

adults. Because it
assails both political fringes, it is
damned by both of them. Because it
attacks sacred institutions, it is
called un-American. Because it
refuses to print pornography, it is
called square. Because it hits every-
thing, it is accused of lacking a point
of view. But this is as it should be.
Being a national institution, MAD is
fair game. Some years back,
Esquire, unable perhaps to fill its
pages with its usual assortment of
biographies of has-beens and new-
wave chazerai, ran a parody of
MAD. I don’t lmow if the artwork
was intended to look as dreadful as
it did, but, in any case, neither it nor
the writing served Esquire’s cause,
which was to portray MAD as a gut-

less jokebook.

Actually, it'’s hard putting out an
imitation of MAD, even when it’s not
intended as a parody. About two
dozen publications have tried, most
of them during MAD's first decade.
Their attempts were called Frenzy,
Loco, Crazy, Goofy — names like
that. One fast-moving publisher
even put out a couple of issues of a
humor magazine called Panic, hav-
ing picked up the title after Gaines
discarded it. Most of the imitations
featured an Alfred E. Neuman-like
character on the cover and bor-
rowed liberally from MAD's format
and premises.

Only two remain. The rest died
painlessly at an carly age. Gaines
likes to feel he helped speed them
on their way by means of a ceremo-
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ny held in his office. Ile would print
the name of each new competitor on
a small slip of paper, then take a
wooded darning needle and stick
the paper into a voodoo doll that he
got in Haiti. It is probably the only
religious rite he has ever observed.

MAD has had its admirers and
detractors, but no one on the maga-
zinc knew quite what to make of The
MAD Morality, or The Ten Com-
mandments Revisited, an eighty-
page paperback written by Dr.
Vernard Eller, a professor of religion
at La Verne College, California. Eller
contended that MAD is a “subver-
sive document pledged to decency
and goodness” and that it fights the
same evils warned
about in the Ten
Commandments:

MAD.. sees, with
the Ten Command-
ments, that there are
many vaunted free-
doms which in fact
lead to slavery. The difference is
that the Ten Commandments, upon
seeing lhese, wan againsi them,
while MAD makes fun of them.

(Gaines allowed Eller to reproduce
more than a hundred illustrations
from the magazine and charged noth-
ing. However, just in case anyone
reading The MAD Morality might get
the idea that MAD was some kind of
missionarys guidebook, Gaines and
Feldstein prefaced the book with this
disclaimer:

The staff of MAD takes no respon-
sibility for this book. We are happy
doing our thing, namely cluftering up
the newsstands and it doesn't partic-
ularly overjoy us to find an egg-head
tvpe theologian trying to make some-
thing of it. Criticisin we can lake;
praise from his kind could kill us.

We reject the insinuation that any-
thing we print is moral, theological,
nutritious, or good for you in any
way, shape, or form. You can always
read a genuine copy of MAD to help

take away the moral flavor of
Eller’s prettified version.

In truth, the staff reac-
tions to the book were
mixed. Jerry DeFuccio
called it pontificating.
Nick Meglin said, “it
finally provides a S
source we can quote "/:ﬁ';;.
that says we have high § W
standards, which we

never knew existed until
we read about them in Eller’'s
book.” John Putnam ignored
the matter completely. Feldstein
was uncomfortably pleased, feel-
ing that linking MAD with any kind
of religious experience could be

the kiss of death.

As for Gaines, he waxed ambiva-
lent. First of all, he didn't like MAD
being called moral; MAD did have
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TEN COMMANDMENTS
REVISITED
Vernard Eller
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ethics, and
he liked to think this is what Eller had
in mind. As for the religion part of it, he
was, of course, disgusted.

I asked Eller if he
was aware of
Gaines's  atheism
and how he recon-
ciles it with The
MAD Morality.
Eller answered that
it was clear “that God loved Bill
Gaines enough to give him a very
good head, and even though he isn’t
using it to believe in God with, he is
doing some greal things with il. Far
be it from me to encourage the pro-
liferation of self-confessed atheists;
but as long as we have them, I hope
they are of Bill Gaines's type.”

It was a far cry from the horror
days when ministers in their pul-
pits denounced the evil purveyors
of filth and scum who were rotting
the minds of America’s youth. One
wondered how such praise would
sit with the old-line EC fans, who
remember the scnate hearing
with Gaines, the young Turk, h
ing up that cover with the b
severed head. '

(Gaines, if he weren't g
in danger of living
his reputation.

(Continued ® ;



