INSIDE PITCH DEPT.

Did you ever wonder why big national magazines hire the best talent they can find to write
and edit their publications, and then leave the more vital job of authoring subscription
letters to some bookkeeper in the circulation department? Well, publishers ought to be
thinking about this as more and more of their periodicals hover on the brink of bankruptcy,
and more and more of their sales letters wind up in the nation’s waste baskets. After all,
why should a potential subscriber believe that a magazine is cleverly styled and interest-
ingly written when its subscription pitch puts him to sleep midway through the first para-
graph? And why should he think that the publication has its own individual character when
the junk mail it sends out is like all the others? The solution to the problem is so ob-
vious that even weak minded publishers are bound to take our hint, and MAD awaits the day
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