g8}, NUTHIN BUT A "G-MAN" THANG DEPT.

slike President Bush
ot everyone was such

In these good-natured fimes; it’s not shocking to see a powerful figure (and frequent MAD §

posing with-an issue of MAD on the letters page. (After all, what else does he have to'do?) But i the pa
a good sport about it. In particular, the FBI and its less-than-giggly director, J.-
jesting. In fact, they even took steps 1o prevem it. Take a look at how.this

MAD #37, the January, 1958 issuc, features "Draft Dodger,” a fake board game. "Wmntrs of the game
are told to contact J. Edgar Hoover of the FBI to collect their “Draft Dodger Membership Card: The FBI
receives Ietters from a handful of MAD readers, requesting their prize, It's unclear whether the readers
are relatively stupid or remarkably funny (knowing our readers, though, we're banking on “stupid”).

SHAKE, RATTLE, AND ROCI. DEPT o S RCRT CANON i it werope 41 Hihy Sariim

& /. MADS XMAS GAMES

~How 1o Fl.l‘f DlAll’ DDHGI!

nmunrmorlxmmmoxﬁunm

1 Guy moat ehgble for n_wandnw.mw

4. Rolf poir of dice, move rumber of mmém'm
toliow difectiont in each square, - - good Ragresti

P

e AT UL,
- i
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"This book purports to
satirize well-known comic
figures, advertising,
television and radio
shows, well-known indi-
viduals, etc, However, it
e ! 2 1 g, Z is extremely vielent in
f Unfortunately, MAU's 20, copy atincpes ud ' T E&=  its nature, It is also of
_;dlDt readers aren't . mmmﬁ" interest to note that in
the only ones who i Rl a 3 its satirical treatment of
| tak'e the article ; — famous historical incidents
:E:OF[;!F(;}A:;;: -';:':Es- e : i in American history it is
= s e of The g : rather unfunny.”
- Crime Records Section Departs, Do0ks of this natyre wars o0 the borror of wae T RE the .. f-.,..
fand obviously a very B : Statutes. b, Ty *since the use of the
 busy man_} EXPresses il aly o & - . Director's name is certainly
 his displcasure to a . o s pos 2 e s e ncidants i Ary : in bad taste, it is felt we
- Mr. Nease (whaose full book Helg, ¥ e Toe e, according g i 2 shonld have onr New York
name and position in fasified beiors che ounag L Office make contact at the
the FBI are unknown). heirped . b camiey "Mad" offices to advise them
o ! 2 Slean 2 of our displeasure and to
insist that there be no repe-
tition of such misuse of the
Director's name., It is felt
that the letters which are
attached should not be
acknowledged."

I ol (cun 1y ayi g o SEMAAMYe
R L e
"'d"hwdm:w Il.'elor.

20331

mvar 4 I.l"l_

"You should have a copy
of this magazine procured
from & newsstand so that

 Even J. Edgar Hoover, you might be familiar A
the Director of the with the January 1958,
Bl (and famed ladics' feature, and, thereafter,
fashion enthusiast) you should have an experi- | ¢
takes note, ordering énced, seagoned Agent e
 New York's Special make contact at the
Agent in Charge to offices of this magazine

to advise pertinent
officials of the Bureau's
displeasure at this
tastelese misuse of my
name. It must be insisted
forcefully that there be
no repetition of such an —_—
incident.” —%.c ;’l(t*
e

i : peLd4 1987
:.:.."_"'_'— ;?;’Wﬁ /7 _MALED 3L Au €
ﬁmﬁuﬁ1m ~———

familiarize himself

with the magazine
“and have an agent
- talk ta the MAD staff.

ADDITIONAL RESEARCH PROVIDED BY: WWW.COLLECTMAD.COM AND "MAD AT
THE FEI" BYJAMES GORDON MEEK, AS APPEARED IN ATOMIC MAGAZINE, ISSUE #53.
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- % 3
a1 T P "PUTNAM said that
5 G NMENT
O_ﬁiﬁ'ﬁ M&??t .dum «+ ONITED 5 30332 the use of the mem-

s oare. 127345 bership card and
TQ $
e the name and
ot %c, WEW YORK (98-113T) address of the
P ﬁ Director at the end
17 suspecT: ONS, ING.
7, shmgm of the game was
W YORK 12, Yomk referred to in theis
. d as sbave. business as a 'gag'
Rebulet 12/3/57 caprions
" MTE_EA_;!‘_E% £y g"““‘,‘;:ﬁ:‘:::’ - or 'kicker' in the
{ewed by SA tasteless misuse
Situaed of she puewn'® EPITeT S0! Shn odger soniaingd T
rector's name ionad =8 . 4
As Huover had ordered, an FBI § 50 che Jamary, 2058, sdition, O OO son of such an inedent g P i
a k alse adwi the use of Directer HOPE or MILTON
gent makes contact. With We, PUTNAR said he rogretted VrY TS rnrassment oF BERLE might use it.
i S - - ks 1 2 Burs
Publisher, Bill Gaines and Editor, Al [T ARl eg X T U S it rv D S S .
i recter Hoover, He said he B. FELDSTEIN, editor, W0  J@ — 77T o T mmm T T mm T
Feldsltem _bo_t_h out of the offices, GATVES, puvizsner, A A . He said DOLh GAINES "Mr. PUTNAM assured
MAD's Art Director, John Putnam [ BSOS grs TR s B i ottt was numorous Lrent-thet th
: 5 - i | thi.TEame was played 1like Wonopoly AAd EUE Bl onse they had g Bre
spcaks with him. Putnam offers a sond nothing else. He 531d Judging TF8  beys of twel uld b ti
! : e, sany of the readers of id Ghat the uss of the member- wo e no repeti-
sincere apoloagy. as well as an ) 1 et B el t Varess of the Director st the and of, tion of such an
- e i ip oaed and the BARE usiness a8 A "EAK
 explanation of what a “joke” is. | E;e:ﬂ,,“:.':;r:mw:a.nzxdﬂaiiﬁ. P08 HOPE or KILTON BERLE -T.' Sroiftants end T
. ¥ n
The Special Agent in Charge, NY, a also indicated to

ould be no repeti

CwWri : i ’ ] Z M assured Agsnt thst vhere ¥ that & letté
_\g.:ritgs tq Hooyer with a report of - .ﬁ’m’éﬁﬂt,'-m "“,:i'?uiﬁtﬁ:tfd to Agent yTEE T Agent that a letter
. his meeting with Putnam. R OF Seerer wouc e aees o n 62—/ of regret would be
1 _4,3,_ - 5 sent to the
i Director.”

s B York (08-1137) wﬂ-f!ﬂl ?flﬂﬂ s .

1958
—

MAD’s Publisher, William M. Gaines, follows

up Putnam’s meeting with his own apolo-
getic message to Hoover

"«vwwe offer our sincere apologies for
any annoyance you may have suffered.”
"fou may rest
assured that
you will have
no occasion
for concern
on this
subject in
the future.”

MAD’s publisher,
Bill Gaines (lefr), |
with MAD’s editor, &
Al Feldstein




There is peace between
" MAD and. the FBt for over
 two years — until MAD
#53, the March, 1960
issue, which features not
*one, hut two articles with
 J. Edgar Hoover as the

The Whisky With the

Right Py,
punchline. The FBI realizes JOHANNSON-S
- that the MAD men weren't 2
_ entirely sincere in their
' previous apologies.
- And MAD realizes that
~although some time has
passed, the FBI is still
keepihg an eye on them.

e pradec oy L
oo Eamnany wtacalet AT L erer Buikbig |
i o vt ot

! = T

e e i i o G M L e e =
]1 ém Tory gonis. GING lﬂSTQRI “There’s no health Improver
’ T voulike J. Edgar Hoover'”

cortonanss

raow & FEOE IPENSINID NT S

Rext time that you feel weak, run-domn. end mitarabls, f
). EDGAX HOOVER TONIC. Special agents go to work n
secsnds, cleaning ool yuwr system ang Eelting rid of 2l
those hamin! feraign #lements thet may Beve Efillaled,
And you'll be pleased with what it does to your rad celte!

J. EDCAR HOOVER TONIG
Eoabaing tha ssret ingeediom:
G-MEN-O-MINE
Evasy

e guorastes i
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M - dum - BWITEL ’ GU\'E‘BNH. W
Oﬂice ¢ f oate:; Japuary b.'?{
™o + Mr. le.ouh;' . :

nom : M. _&. Jﬁ“y!;'j

s AR v Ve

.
r.

13
T

' i E STREET e
A memo from M.A. mmwﬂ”m NEW YORK o arch, 1960, tasue of Xad E=
-Jones to Cartha There 18 uu:ﬂ?iud which m! num::;:u advertisement-
“Deke"” DeLoach, the | ot i 00 PO e i here 1y 8 21000 o Bt impror
= : 3 distastaful nJ, B
Deputy Director of the _ Tike ttem pertaining 10 J; * ,;?; 27 there are CATICALECR U Director 18

: Edgar Hoovers" leaner
FBI, and the “#3 Man" 1 e Diany T 3

in the Bureau,
expresses his displea- : \ndlviduals,

3 magazine ) pmn‘-liﬂ“'" ' 1n wWhich
sure over MAD's 1 readorg, s, taloviston and Tas a3 gamo Bed s the and of the g2¢
renewed mockery of : of Jamsary, 1950 U ong A Are A S nedged g S
the Bureau's Director. 1 Comcs upon the siatemert, 0O o s

p‘m T 2‘%‘5&# / i
e e it sidicule, harassmeat 0% ST e, g g2 Tt
17,

for tha Bureay of the % nes, preAldent
o . !;?E&I,msa.‘lmnl mﬂ’,,:gﬁ?aimmwwm

'_ijn a position

| off hwu_“eﬂuﬂ with
nle and it is Yifm which e t0 the Director Wi Wlﬂﬂ“"m
t the referenceé was not In any way FE°T T
that we should e for conee

1ce more contact
ines or another
fieial and firmly

7 omise FETALACUEESC
ko mmf:?rfu;ﬂmm:ﬁa it 15 felt that we 8DOU

h
: everdyadmonis
e oss Gaines of ezl and ‘,:,ﬁ?.:;:gf t?ae Director's
_ . : ine: : ’ o 3 L toi's
MAD:! - PO RoycET CanRon R, O e cuntack OF 0 leasure at the tasteledd FBL T e an incider
’ llﬁl'h.“_f . them concernisd T mh' had promised no reoe
‘s director. them concerning our dis- 1 Jame, particularly afterne
r

P Pleasure at the tasteless
John - misuse of the Director's

name, particularly after
he had promised no repeti-
tion of such an incident.”

The FBI grows more
annoyed when MAD
#63, the June, 1961
issue, includes an
arlicle un new grade-
“school textbooks,
featuring a phony
~ ransom note as an
example of proper
penmanship. A couple : | :
of young readers tzk:: T g i | SESODN o
a cue from the s : 1 F Door Fiond,
magazine and use the P gl | oo Frsin fine. oo v geos? T sl
article 315 a template B by “ 55 Ak here i nice. Hut £25.000 in small
for their own “joke” 3 : 3 wnmanked ditls in a fraper sack, and
ransom note. ; : . loceoe b detiind oo BY O froight shhed
g meﬂnwdwwwww.f
Wepeere ;aycmu{ .%em&
1. Make one copy of the above lesson. 2. Mail te
Iod,‘a] n.ewspgr thout return address. 3. If it gets

fed O3y
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em ENT - :
g or Q?Zdum fpe "Investigation by our
}1\‘]* 1o G : ' = BSeattle Office in an
A u- Callohey : .
e EE_LE_Q'M_ Btz extortion attempt wherein

“—— demand for 21,000 resulted in
gaining admissions from the
victim's 12-year-old son and
. . an 1l-yearocld companion that
A tht"_ir custom, fereia X t:e > = Vewy YErTE they had gotten Ihe_idea of
7 lht_FBI . noL _. '.""-P::l.lo  Trom Tecaived , demtns’s 23 preparing .an extortion I_I.stter
 riiced o e Alter Y had 'he - 8 1 ol after readlng.g the June issue
| fom A Roseri et of 'Mad Magazine.' The boys
Iike[v Afox R - indicated that they had no
: 2 . intention of going throngh
Assistant Director) with the scheme and that the
- fo Mr. Belmont letter was merely 'a joke. "
_ [most likely Alan H.

1‘)(;1 :.- ; PATE Jane 15 iw"— the subject received a

Belmont, Assistant 3 aday "Recommendations General
_ Director, Domestic it H:r The Investigative Division
~ Intelligence Division), Lec@Trgwm o b pyoer That the Crime Records
the FBI renews its e whal POT sag Division vigorously protest this
claim that MAD is a *n it " onpeics irresponsible article pointing
bad influence. B yored app1ioe for an out its undesirable effeet upon
. 7 the youth of this country by
? instructing them to deliberately

violate the Federal law.”

BRt the
he youtn ::etm“?:‘;i::“’d’ Divs That the attached letter be

1
violate 5 ¢ BZ out jpo o8 Vigop
tha Rede,,-u"i‘::fv by ’-ﬂ'tru:gtfn:""“”ﬂﬂ“:l:rf"”"Bt Ehta forwarded- to the Attorney
Ehom 10" gg74, St upon General with copies to the Deputy
tac Fitoly

Attorney General and Assistant
Attorney General, Criminal
Division, advising of the above.”

That
1 with he at he,
torney geo. COPie to fro0 letter
{7 °T be
L, Crininyy ¢ BUty Attoraey ol
5 0on, adyy

Director of
the FBI,
J. Edgar Hoover

Jumes 16, 136k

£y
e 1o
1, PEBLICATIONS, TECERFURATED
TORTT g

-
iag == ;

tortien wharein the victis received a demand
.t:lr mnil l::‘:;:ﬂ. obtniwed sdeissions from th’::ntsﬂ% ©
ar-eld soo aand &5 slaven-year-old -“-;- 2 3
i l".-l Siae” pablisbed by E» €. Publicatisds .3

lmnt-l:’m Lafayette Strest, Hew York 12, New Tork. =

An articls mm-”-hdﬂun‘m—

pro uﬂ'n_mﬂ‘“ of am extortisa letter
e that J’h::fw:‘:'lﬂ a0 return address.

1. Fdgar Hoover even goes so far as to forward the article e otosiat of the mfors-sesticasd article is um.

| - : urrently

| « \ A review of pesding awn:—d:s::;-n:h“ .

Lo the United States Attorney General, Robert Kennedy. under iovestigatisa Dy this Bevess TUTCH, o, o0,

: whieh appess to be 2
_an accompanying letter to Kennedy, Hoover also EX116 2L 6--?3"'7
icates that two addilivnal extortion cases seem to be g = w 21 Jun 191981

. : -l &. Whits = Esclosars 2
similarly MAD-=inspired. No word on how much criminal 1 Bisety Attarney Gecersl T
'aj:ttv:ty is caused by Don Martin’s restaurant gags. | 3 -leslewms A e ‘h o
1 = Mr: Delonch U\i "
"A review of pending extortion matters cur- masigiaaw /4 Ne m&gg;:r_':“‘;;:_f"ﬁmmz.'
rently undexr investigation by this Burcau e e
reveals two other cases which appear to be ' ‘,f‘/' v : 5
attributable to this source.” £ 4@
; 25

TN i s
JRRID Copyright © 2006 by E.C. Publications, Inc.m=



saL, New York (e4-1131)

W 8 "The completely irre-
. - Director, £BL (62-1 . sponeible conduct of
' NADMAGAIINE® et this magazine in this
. C. PURLICATIONS, INC. i
5 ‘) i fgs D ATRITE smng:s 1nat.ancc, however, must
“]'N‘L 20 : NEW YORK 12, NEW ¥ be vigorously protested
[} {cupy attached) and the highl
3 of captioned magazing lLugy EDiy
= J 1981, lasue ; Saattle s 4
l‘)(‘ o m’“mdglmmnmg g?“wmﬁm;mm e undesirable influence
i i ol M
R | LS St BOANSL oron fopressionsble
icinated from m;::““*’" s effalo and Los Anzeles iavolrs Exioruion individuals, particu-
magazina. In addit pending in referenced magazing.

ihe one sppearing
letters extremely similar & wae contacted by &

nat an official of U’:"‘:‘;"u‘fm » tacteless Jame

Once again, J. Edgar Hoover
orders the Special Agent in

larly children, must
will recall t
o " espite assurances given

ied = ha forcefully bronght
referénces tothe £L12 home. Instant article
;godl‘t;::t’e ;r;"ii;i'l?'?‘} s clearly represents an
out and out stimulant
The completely irzesyonsible Condus clals ::hs;?‘i':lfzr‘:‘:" uﬁ‘nm“' to deliberate violation
"Despite assurances given sveraalal R duﬂ:",ﬁ;ﬁ:i:ﬁ:fﬁi“' my M‘:“ﬁkﬁ.ﬁgw o I. ot re.deral Ay, 16
impressianable 1o and out stimulant 5 te publisher, Mr. William

at that time, this publica- A [e-iepematres FepTeaEY A A e 8 :
rederal law. The pDUSHE | e and te Bureas's stros S M. Gaines, should be
™ 7

Charge; NY, to contact the
editors of MAD.

I publiral

. Lag type @ .
spsidering tae LyF each of

Jrotest eacn and evers DI

tion has continued to by an experienced £ clearly conveyed
Ry 8 Exp" sncerods incidant be clearly Contsy
print slurring references e esults of your comact marked ta the attention of toe Crime Prnmptlyiconta:.;tfd by
to the PBI on various occa~- _— m;‘:ﬁﬂumam 27, 1081 5 ; a: SXERX. ;fn_ce gde}::x
sions. Considering the type | T e s Ey’ L 3 &%g\ v [\.'{ W gu t::; Y t:cc tué‘ le
Epclosare RSy cach Aty IR 2 PAl r s strong displea
?f iublicaticrilinvolved, a jr— 1% Postr AP ilufis T "Mad sure over this flagrand
it has generally appeare e 4 ppolipw-up madeto orandass 6-15-81 eaptioned oo e
— to Belmont mem: ., Extortien MiRIE!
pointless to protest each o — ,%ﬁ;&l_ 1ssue, E. €. Puulca‘tmi hj; " ‘ End {ianiernus 1nc(1Id'ent
D ke . . =i b~ e clearly conveyed.
and eve:l:"y breach of good ;T::,l-—-—”___ e 09 J‘fé‘—d‘z:‘ £=igales |
taste evidenced by this Eo— asenty manesme T Sl | e
magazine.” L BT7JL L s ’

UNITED STaTES am-zm.mr F Y

emorandum

/ With Bill Gaines on vacation 1 ™ ¢ MrDorcsa
1] . s ]
.“}NE !‘(’ MAD's Editor, Al Feldstein, speaks 4

s

DATE: June 30, 1081
C 2 with the FBI Agent. A memo from
l )(‘ M.A. Jones to Cartha “Deke”

____!————- Deloach recaps the meeting.

"New York was instruected to contact the
publisher and advise him of the Bureau's
extreme displeasure concerning this matter.”

(Editor Al Feldstein) "also said very
positively how much he regretted the effect
this item had on thesc youths and that he
would check more carefully in the future
to see there was no repetition.”

magazine, M, Gaine
e T Ty e SC3t00 nd unavailable, | P esor of

----------------- e e e i chec o v i o o s I
"An official of this magazine was contacted e me.,- T e mmmr:".:“[ l““ﬂ;ﬂ';cm ‘
by a Bureau representative in December, 1957, 'Wmtommi.;m' S advised he wanr o :
to protest a tasteless reference to the FBI renre_r,p.—.-m,.,.c‘:‘;’iﬁflal of ths magasine wad bonte |
and despite assurances given at that time, :g:hugﬂiil_glns qmjE:"t:lii:hnlfi:ﬁfeﬁff _tfm?l'a‘ii‘;
they have continued to publish slurring 4 was deamed.uge e p ok tho Burean. o
remarks abont the Burean. In view of this 00T Judgment
situation it was deemed useless to protest W
all such irresponsible remarks to a magazine . mﬂlmmzz“”""’“”““‘“‘“” the recent sit
of this poor Judgment and capriciousness.” © . wilreoult i acreaged m:&:n:ﬂr?;mh “‘u%mmm:hm \

| CEwimon > Jdf
26 e For informatinn, !
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