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a class above

Experiencing the all-new Q Series Is like hearing a system
costing many times more. Featuring several innovations
from KEF's revolutionary Concept Blade technology
showcase, It comprehensively outclasses even Its
multi-award winning predecessor for sonic realism,
musicality and off-axis dispersion.
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All new Uni-Q
array.

1The groundbreaking |Uth generation
Concept Blade Uni-Q array has a large
vented tweeter at the centre of the
bass/midrange driver, with a 'tangerine
waveguide and a unigue /-flex
surround to disperse high frequencies

widely and evenly while allowing
axtreme excursions of the aluminium
MF/LF cone to maximise output,

Advanced bass

technologies.

Inside the fashionably rectilinear
enclosures, the sophisticated new LF
driver delivers forceful, tightly controlled
bass by combining a rigid superiight
cone with a massive vented magnet
assembly, and an oversize voice coll for
exceptional sensitivity and distortion-

free power handling.

GF Acoustics (LK) Limited, Eccleston Road, Tovil, Maidstone, Kent ME| S 60F LLK,

_l"_l ¥

Telephone: +44 (0)1622 67226 | Fax: +44 (0622 750653

Release Storahlags & Fantahlag

lotal system
design,

A holistic approach, witn

10 COMPromises

T hese sophisticated new drivers
require only first order crossover
circurts that virtually eliminate time
delay and distortion, so the sound you
hear 15 unusually spacious, transparent
and fluent. KEF's attention to detall is
flawless, from innovative automatic
switching circurtry for bli-wiring to

the convenient levelling spikes on the
floorstanders and environment-friendly
cabinet finishes.

"
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GARY MOORE

1952-2011 .f
Gone but not forgotten: M ik
the rocker who gave it R ki

up for the blues.

Rock lost another guitar hero last month
when Gary Moore was found dead in
Spain. The body of the 58-year-old former g
Thin Lizzy man was discovered by his
girlfriend, Petra Nioduschewski, on the
bed in their hotel room in the Spanish
resort of Kempinski on February 6.
While The Sun predictably swung into
action with unfounded reports that the
puitarist had been on a drinking binge,
the post-mortem indicated that he had
died of natural causes.

Moore's career began in the blues
clubs of his native Belfast in the late 1960s,
though it was his multiple stints with Thin
Lizzy that made his name. After his third
and final period with the band in 1979
he embarked on a what would become
a successful solo career during the 1980s.
But it was his reinvention as a sharp-suited

bluesman with his 1990 album Stll Got

The Blues that brought Moore both huge PRI - i
3 n . g 4 - - &

success and long-overdue acclaim for his ¥l el

talents as a guitarist. Ay |

Friends and colleagues lined up to
pay tribute. “When it came to playing,
Gary was the technician,” said his former
Lizzy bandmate Scott Gorham. Ozzy

“HIS REINVENTION
AS A BLUESMAN
BROUGHT HIM LONG-

OVERDUE ACCLAIM.”

Osbourne added: “We've lost a
phenomenal musician and a great friend.”
(lassic Rock sends its condolences to

Moore’s family.
Turn to p48 for a full tribute.

6 CLASSICROCKMAGAZINE COMS
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THERE'S OVER 50 YEARS OF ROCK & ROLL KNOW-HOW
IN THE LINEUP OF VOX GUITARS.

VModern production technigues combined with hands-on
crattsmanship result In a no-compromise instrument that 15
eminently playable; yet versatile enough to help you find your

own distinctive voice. From the solid body 33 and 55 to the
semi-hollow // and the flagship Virage Il. But don't just take
our word for it. From the press to world class artists,

the accolades keep on coming!
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“In terms of guality and value Guitar Awards 2010 Winner - “Innovative bridge and pick Electric guitar of the

these Voxes stand up to any of Best Electric GUitar (55 series) . Ups. Great range of tones. year 2010 (55 series)

the bigeer brands.” (33 series) GUITAR & BASS MAGAZINE High build quality” (33 series) MUSH: RADAR

GUITAR ST BAGAZINE HfE'i’ ,rjf,r Recommended (77 series) GUITAR BUYER KMAGAZINE

Gurtarist Choice (Virage ) GUITAR® BASS MAGAZINE

GUITAR ST MAGAZNE

Guitarist Choice (55 Series)

GUITARIST MAGAZINE www.voxamps.com/guitars
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Jump: did Dave Lee Roth
put his foot in the
recording of Van Halen's
greatest album?

F

v b
Van Halen
The making of 1984, the classic album
that made the band - andsplit them.
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¢ Features

38 Van Halen

The singer is lost in the Amazon. The guitarist is threatening to
bum the master tapes... and somewhere the band's greatest
ever album is taking shape. Welcome to 1954,

48 Gary Moore

1952-201. A guitar great remembered. With contnbutions
from Ozzy Osbourne, Paul Rodgers, Roger Taylor and more.

56 David Bowie

Forty years ago, Bowie had everything to prove. Then he put
together the best band he's ever had, brought in The Beatles'
engineer and recorded his first classic album: Hunky Dory.

60 Soundgarden

“I've always been cynical when a band reunites,” says Kim
Thayil, guitarist with... the reunited Soundgarden. 5o why
shouldn't we be cynical of the Seattle band's return?

-~

L
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68 Big Country

The surviving members speak for the first time about the
band's rise and fall, and the suicide of Stuart Adamson.

72 Michael Monroe

When the former Hanoi Rocks frontman's ramshackle-but-
revered supergroup is having birthing problems what does
he do? Bring in Ginger. Redpe for disaster, or greatness?
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18

Latest additions to the High Voltage and Download festival
bills; Thunder to re-form for a one-off summer show...

Say hedlo to The Lucky Strikes; welcome back The Boys,
John Waite, BellRays and Amplifier...

28

Soundgarden 28 Photo P

“When we started, people said s 57 e Wish o e e
we were too seventies...”

Jill Furmanovshy is quite intimidated by the whole thing.

32
UFO

Anoverlooked classic from 30 years ago, inspired by
murderous crimmals at large in the 60s. Yes, it's Phil Mogg
and his gang’s Profession Of Viofence.

34
Randy Bachman

He grew up with Neil Young, confronted The Who when he
was in The Guess Who, kicked Steven Tyler out of his dressing
room, s3w Tina Turner in the nip... B-b-b blimey, you ain't
heard nothin’ yet.

84

MNew albums from Whitesnake, Sodal Distortion, New York
Dolls, Stray, Mogwai, Faust, Pete Yorn... Reissues from Primal
Scream, Rainbow, Derek And The Dominos, Trafhic, QOTSA,
Biffy Clyro... Books on The Who, Rush, Band Of Joy,
Radiohead... Live reviews of Saxon, The Cult, Thin Lizzy...

08
Rory Gallagher

Ouwr guide to the best albums from Ireland’s greatest, man-of-
the-people guitar hero who left a tremendous legacy of work.
{And turned down the offer to join The Rolling Stones.)

102

If you've got something to say, fling it right this way. And we
might fling a bottle of very tasty Smokehead single-malt
whisky your way in return, We'll drink (responsibly) to that!

.

-ree Magazines Download in True PDF f

storeMags.com

Kim Thayil (left) and Chris Cornell
try to remember the chords to *Unless you're a subscriber, in which case you get
Black Hole Sun and others, two more pages of tributes to Gary Moare.
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A Whisky for Today

ISLAY SINGLE MALT SCOTCH WHISKY

Exclusive 10% online bottle
discount for Classic Rock and Prog

Rock readers (must be 18 or over)
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FOLLOW CLASSIC ROCK UNLINE AT
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THIS MONTH AT CLASSIC ROCK ONLINE

ONLINE NOW!

MP3s

EVERY DAY?!

Don't miss Irack Of The Day; we choose songs
rrom the hottest acts in rock, blues, prog anc
metal - and let you have them with one click.
e You’'ve already missed:

myspace’
A plaw for 1rends
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PLUS!?

Festival fever

As anticipation builds towards the
2011 summer rock season, be sure
to check classicrockmagazine.com
for all the latest festival news -
including the latest additions to

the bill at High Voltage!

AND!

Robert Plant

ROBERT PLANT
FUNERAL FOR
A FRIEND
JOHN WAITE
ONSLAUGHT
RIVAL SONS
PALLAS
MR BIG All the Iatest rock
EVERY FRIDAY: news first!
NEW RELEASE ROUND-UP - Sign up to our newsletter to
QUICK-FIRE REACTIONS get all the latest news - tours,
TO THE LATEST ALBUMS. :
EVERY SUNDAY: new releases, deaths, reunions,
GIG OF THE WEEK - :I'HE rUMOUTS, reviews - the week
MUST-SFE SHOW THAT’S in rock condensed and sent to
HEADING YOUR WAY. your mailbox.
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HATCHET
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s this issue went to press,

Classic Rock was saddened to
hear of the death of Gary Moore
& B attheage of just 58. Gary had
B long been a regular part of many
y of our professional and music-
loving lives. Our tribute to him
can be found on p48.
Death has been on our mind a lot this month (so
maybe it’s just as well we also have the inside story of
a life-atfirming classic like Van Halen’s 1984 this issue).
Nine years ago I was Editor of Total Guitar magazine
and phoning the Nashville home of Big Country
guitarist and frontman Stuart Adamson. I had this
idea that after I'd interviewed him I'd ask him to work
for the magazine. I thought the idea of teaching young
guitarists might appeal to him (later I found that
he was considering coaching tfootball in the US, so
maybe it wasn’t such a crazy idea). I never got to ask
him: Adamson never answered his phone, and took
his own life a month or two later.

) Sy I spoke to Big Country manager Ian Grant on and

off over the years since, offering to do a story on Big
Country. We talked about our writer Carol Clerk,

a long-time supporter of the band, doing it when
the time was right. Carol died last year from breast
cancer. This month’s Big Country story 1s dedicated

to Stuart and Carol.
A

Scott Rowley,

Editor In Chief

This month’s contributors

JOHN SCANLAN MARGO Z NAHAS

John Scanlan’s forthcoming Margo Z Nahas designed the

pook Van Halen: Exuberant iconic sleeve for Van Halen's

Cafifornia/Zen Rock n'Roll 1984 album that graces this

is, in John's own words, “not month's front cover. She also

a biography, but a kind of designed sleeves for Stevie

cultural history” of the band Wonder, Toto, Autograph and

in the period 1974-84 that he many more. Today Margo

wrote to try to figure out why designs some cool rock n'roll

he still liked them after jewellery (see her site at

30-odd years. “It's the kind of www.margoznahas.com)

thing usually written about and sells prints of the 1984

people like Dylan, but | thought, sleeve via http://vanhalenl984

Van Halen? Why the hell not?” coverart.com

WELCOME

BILLDEMAIN
Based in Nashville, Tenessee,
Bill DeMain is a music writer
and songwriter who has written
for many magazines and books,
as well as collaborating with
Marshall Crenshaw, David
Mead, Boo Hewerdine and
maore. (Check out his new album
tor kids, The Adventures OF
Davey Ukulele & The Gag Time
(ang.) This month he tells the
story behind David Bowie's 1971

" dlassic Hunky Dory:

CLASSICROCKMAGAZINELCOM 15
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SATURDAY 23 & SUNDAY 24 JULY 2011
——— e IMAINSTAGE

SATURDAY SUNDAY
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4 I UK FESTIVAL EXCLUSIVE
MANY MORE ACTS TBA SOON! MICHAEL SCHENKER GROUP

UK EXCLUSIVE

ANATHEMA SPOCK'S BEARD
CARAVAN

PROG STAGE Y okl oo ol
NEALMORSE FIE[HRO

MOSTLY AUTUMN « CURVED AIR
THE ENID « PALLAS

VICTORIA PARK LONDON

WWW.HIGHVOLTAGEFESTIVAL.COM

WEEKEND TICKETS £99
DAY TICKETS £56.50

Custom built by rock fans, for rock fans
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Exclusive: Leppard
for Download!

Festival's final headline act unveiled, and further artists
added - Cheap Trick, Twisted Sister and more.

DEF LEPPARD AREto headline the Friday | Paul McCartney and not hear Let It Be.

night of this year’s Download Festival. I want to hear Jumping Jack Flash when [ see
“When we were offered it, there was only the Rolling Stones. So yeah, we're gonna
one answer,” says singer Joe Elliott. “It's play the hits, because that's what peaple
been on the cards for a few months and want at a festival. It's a celebration, it's not
we 've all been biting our lips so we can an audition. We'll have a new album by
make a big deal of it, because with the then —albeit a live album with three new
internet, it’s very difficult to be ‘bang!™ studio recordings.”

Leppard and Donington Park have Elliott has another reason to feel
history: the Sheftield-based band’s debut nostalgic. A new photobook of Ross
appearance at Monsters Of Rock in 1986 Halfin's classic images, Def Leppard: The
marked the start of their rebirth during the | Definitive Visual History, is published in June.
torrid recording of the Hysteria album. “I'll tell you how it feels to look back over
“We're world-weary warriors now, these photos,” laughs the singer. “It’s like
whereas we were young upstarts back when you take your new girlfriend home
then,” Elliott notes, while their 2009 and your mum brings out your baby
headline set was the icing on a veteran photos, or you with acne and a bad
Sunday bill that some predicted would see haircut. Luckily, evervbody knows [ used
teenage festival-goers run for the hills. to have a mullet and torn jeans. But it’s no

“If there was a negative last time,” he more ridiculous than looking at Mick
continues, “it was Jagger onstage with a

polo-neck jumper,
which is something

reading stupid postings Em hﬂ n ﬂ
on websites: ‘They suck!' \

or ‘fuck off!’, or ‘that - 12 JUNE 2011, DONINGTON PARK I'm proud to say I've
night is gonna never done.”
J P suck because Having
S everybody's there “WE’I‘E the biggESt performed at last
to watch Linkin vear’s Roll

Park!" We were the undergroum:l bﬂlld Of Honour
verylastbandon,  this side of the Grateful] ceremony, veteran

= and it could have OWET-POPPETS

E been one of those Dead!” - Joe Elliott Eheap ’lErifEﬂre

— disasters where another Classic

S everybody leaves to miss the traffic. But ' Rock-friendly addition to this summer’s
E - they didn't,” he continues. Download bill. “The music scene in Great

= “It was the best-attended of the three Britain is unbeatable, and it's always an

2 nights [the other two were headlined by honour to be asked to play here,” says

ﬁ Faith No More and Slipknot]. The classic bassist Tom Petersson.

i rock night was an absolute triumph. You Other newly confirmed Download

I can imagine how flattering it is that 25 attractions include glam-rock titans

years since we first played there, we're still Twisted Sister, Duff McKagan's Loaded.

able to headline. We do have a good British | fast-rising Southern rockers Black Stone

ﬂI

) following. We might not be front-page Cherry and New Wave Of British Heavy
oL news, but we never were. We've oot to be Metal veterans Jameson Raid, plus All That
= the biggest cult band in the world. We're Remains, Sacred Mother Tongue, The
5 the biggest underground band this side of Devil Wears Prada, Ghost, Asking
ﬁ the fucking Grateful Dead!” Alexandria, Trash Talk and Straight Line
= On June 12, Leppard will be taking no Stitch. They join a bill that already
% chances, especially given that their features headliners System Of A Down
0 competition looks likely to be festival and Linkin Park, with support from Alice
favourites Pendulum. "It wouldn't bother Cooper, Alter Bridge, Avenged Sevenfold,
me if it was Paul McCartney,” shrugs Elliott. | Thin Lizzy, The Cult, Rob Zombie,
“My point is: if I'm going onstage, biting Buckcherry, FM, Mr Big, Danzig, Korn,
my nails, thinking there's somebody that Clutch, Bullet For My Valentine, The
I'm in competition with, I've already lost. Gaslight Anthem, Gwar, Turisas and
Look, I'm not gonna lie to you. Are we IMany, Many more.
going to make some sort of artistic For all the latest line-up additions, also
statement and not play the hits? No. I'm details of ticket prices, go to: http:/|

not that kind of an idiot. Tdon't wanttosee | downloadfestival.co.uk/2011. HY

This month The Dirt was com plted hl.f Claire Adarms, Malcolm Dome, Lee Dornan, Cave Everley lerry Ewirg lan Fartnam, Diawe Ling,
Eab Temple, Philip Wilding, Henry Yates
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The lead singer of San Franciscan hard

Thank you
and good night.

Henrik Ostergaard

1964 - January 27, 2011

rock band Dirty Looks has died, agec
47 of natural causes while under
hospice care, Of Danish descent,
Henrik Ostergaard co-founded the
band in 1984, and they signed to
Atlantic Records four years |ater. After
Dirty Looks called it a day in 1996,
Ostergaard was a part of a new line-
up that regrouped in 2006.

Don Kirshner
April 17, 1934 - January 17, 2011

Once dubbed "the man with the
golden ear” by Time magazine, Don
Kirshner ran several record labels, was
involved in artist management and
record production and presented the
syndicated music show Don Kirshher's
Rock Concert. He helped launch the
careers of Kansas, Ozzy Osbourne, the
Eagles and Carole King, among others.
He was /6 years old when he died
after being treated for an infection.

Alex Kirst

hed January 13, 2011

lggy Pop's former drummer has been
¢<illed in a hit-and-run accident in the
LS. After joining the infamous female-
fronted the Nymphs in the early "90s,
Kirst played on lggy's albums Beat

‘Em Up and Skull Ring. It is believed the
A7-year-old was struck by a van while
walking back to his Palm Springs home
after going out to buy cigarettes.

Tom Nigra
[Hed January 25, 2011

Tom Nigra was the bassist with
Trigger, a cult four-piece from New
Jersey who were discovered by Gene
Simmons of Kiss. Their debut album
was released on the Casablanca |abel
in 1978, and reissued by Rock Candy
Records in August 2009, Nigra had
been diagnosed with a brain tumour
last October, before being struck
down by pneumonia.

;’j hh"'_f_E r:r .'l.""."_}'"l{.'.'l' "._'I:'r'- additions as they happen. Foundation. “I'm a
Steve Prestwich 11';' i 212* *EFL: :"'t'f"f‘ Meanwhile, keen biker,” he tells
March 5,1954 - January 16, 2011 h]: The S E cOf former Thunder Classic Rock, “and ]
Farewell to the drummer of veteran icarus on a Classic Maibery E?GWES’ e i r?tk
Steve Prestwich discovered he had before too long. glﬂfﬂﬁE[IIr LE}"l}Uﬂ[“d gota Planet Rock E
developed a brain tumour a mere two e player Ben Radio mug, which Z
weeks before he passed away, aged SWISS h'ﬂ"f__j rockers Matthews are to I nicked from their &
56, His Cold Chisel bandmate, Enttlhar:l **‘"'F-*" T'q' raise MOoNey far criiclios ™
vocalist Jimmy Barnes, led the [LD:EL;F :Jﬁhj f Childline by Wanna join in?
tr! butes,dsaymg, | will miss your i*H f: & “ite i joining England Fmail daryl@skerritts.
friendship. Forty years happy and sad, SHSIE e Sl VL B Ks , I
~ ~ last October. Guitarist Rocks — Hands co.uk DL
but nothing as sad as losing you. | am : _ | i Th - 5
a better person knowing you” Leo Leoni explains: Across The Water, =‘r (Queensriiche are a UK
"Gotthard is not a job a charity FORCESELECT Festival Exclusive.)
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The Rolling Stones
have auashed
speculation of a return
to the road this
summer. “There are
no Tirm plans to tour

at this time,” an official

statemnent INsIsts.

Former [hin Lizzy,
Wild Horses and
Motorheand 2L rtarist
Brian Robertson

solo album through
SPY on March Z28.
Diamonds And Dirt has
appearances by
Europe drummer

lan Haugland and
former MSG frontman
Leif Sundin

Birmingham band
Voodoo Johnson have
brought in Nik Taylor-
Stoakes as the
replacement for
former singer Kev

L g | -~
Bayliss. The

ev-\allenbrosa man

debuts on an EP called

E:'I-.-. -..I -5 - .|'II 3 _: i = .I-'I.
plack Sxies Vst which

includes a song
co-written with
Diamond Head
ouitarist Brian Tatler.

Sons Of lcarus

( pictured) have won
the UK's largest
unsigned band
competition, the
Marshall Ultimate

Band Contest.

>U TTJ'ET;.L: tr-'_-,.r

Smokehead whisky.
Classic Rock's lan
Williamson was
dIMOng the judging
panel who chose the
four-piece band from

7 FESTIVAM

Thunder are back!

Danny Bowes and Luke Morley:
happy (back) together.

4 Y
R
-| -

Band to play one-off festival date at High Voltage.

THUNDER ARE A shock addition to the
line-up of this summer’s High Voltage
Festival, which takes place at Victoria
Park in East London over the weekend
of July 23/24.

The London band, who split up in
2009, are making what they are keen to
term a “one-off festival appearance”, as
opposed to a full-blown comeback.

“I can't lie, I've missed singing and
being in the band more than I thought
['would,” explains trontman Danny
Bowes. “Thunder are releasing a live
album, called Rough & Ready, but there
are no plans to do any [new]| recording.
[t will be great to play again. We're really
excited about it.”

Guitarist Luke Morley, who along with
Thunder bassist Chris Childs appeared at
last yvear's High Voltage as a member of
The Union, adds: “I thoroughly enjoyed
the inaugural High Voltage. [The offer] to
play there again with Thunder fitted in
nicely with everything else we're doing,
so in the end it was difficult to say no.”

Rough & Ready was recorded during
a tour for 2005's The Magnificent Seventh
album, and is out now.

Other additions to the High Voltage
bill are Queensriiche, former Spock’s
Beard singer Neal Morse, Anathema,
Curved Airand Saint Jude.

Go to www.highvoltagefestival.com
for ticket information and line-up

motorcycle ride across North America.
Alongside former SAS soldier-turned-
bestselling author Andy McNab, they
will join a 50-strong group of Harley-
Davidson riders that will set off from
British Columbia, Canada on July 11 and
arrive in Ketchum, Idaho several days
and 700 miles later, at which point
Morley and Childs will perform during
a concert at the Sun Valley Pavilion.

After Thunder had played as the house
band for the Childline Rocks shows at
London’s ndigO2 in 2008 and '09,
Bowes was keen to become involved
again this time around.

“I'm a Childline Rocks patron, so when
[ was asked if  wanted to ride a Harley-
Davidson through some national parks
for a week I said: "Where do I sign?' T had
a bike when 1 was a kid, but I've got back
into riding again in the last couple of
years, and Ben loves a Harley,” Bowes.
continues. “Luke is more into cycling
than motorbikes.”

Bowes also says he's pleased to be
making the ride alongside Andy McNab,
author of Bravo Tivo Zero, who conceals
his identity everywhere he goes.

“We should be okay in the bars,”
Bowes laughs.

McNab will be raising awareness of
ForceSelect, which helps former
servicemen find second careers, and

' fundraising for the ForceSelect

for us. Gotthard is Forndarton
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goes rock!

MP launches new nationwide
music competition.

WHO sAID MUSIC and politics don't mix?
Last month Member Of Parliament Mike
Weatherley announced Rock The House —
a national music competition. “It is two
competitions,” explains Weatherley. “One,
to find a venue that is adding something to
the live music scene and two, to find a really
oood unsigned band —be they in their 50s
and returning to plaving live or still at
school with a great talent.”

The music industry has long been an
important part of the British economy, and
with record sales dwindling and online
piracy, Weatherley wants to use this to get
the issue of copyright on the agenda.
“Protecting the intellectual property of
artists are not part of traditional
parliamentary business,” he explains.

All competition finalists will be invited
to attend a star-studded event on the terrace
of the House Of Commons on June 30, and
other top prizes include Yamaha music
oear, master classes with top industry
consultants and much more besides.

To et involved visit www.rockthehouse,
me.uk to download the application form.

Steven Tyler:
jam, but no
- Zep sandwich.

Steven lyler says he snubbed
Page's Led Zeppelin offer.

CURRENTLY COURTING A new type of
fame as a judge on American ldol, Aerosmith

frontman Steven Tvler recently told US
radio’s Howard Stern that he declined the
opportunity to front Led Zeppelin,
following the band's O2 reunion gig.

It's public knowledge that Tyler came to

London and jammed with Jimmy Page, John
Paul Jones and Jason Bonham, but until now
Tyler has skirted around the subject of being
offered the chance to replace Robert Plant.

“I'm in Aerosmith. He's in the biggest
band in the world, and I'm in a band [just]
like that. I've such an allegiance to my band,
[when] it came time for [Jimmy] to say: "You
want to write a record with me?’' I looked
[immy in the eyes and [ went: 'No.”

Despite rumours ot feuding (again)

between Tvler and "Smith guitarist Joe
Perry, Aerosmith are writing material for
their own album, alongside Tyler's
commitments to American Idol. DL
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Former lron Maiden,
Killers vocalist Paul
Di‘anno faces jail after
falsely claiming
benefits of £45 000
under the pretext of
suffering nerve
damage in his back.
Charged under his real
name of Paul
Andrews, Di'anno was
caught out when
videos of his live
performances were
posted on You lube.
The 52-year-old,

who san g 0on Maiden's
first two albums, will
be sentenced on

March 11.

KK Downing says that
while Judas Priest are
retiring from the road
they will continue to
make albums. Indeed
a follow-up to 2008 's
concept album
Nostradamus is already

under way.

Metallica are wasting
little time in preparing
a follow-up to 2008's
Death Magnetic, the
album they finished
touring only last
December, “We want
to get back to
Metallica quickly
because we are
enjoying it so much
right now,” says

drummer Lars Ulric

The Steve Miller Band
are to release a auick
follow-up to last
summer’s Bingo!, their
first new studio record
in 17 years. Let Your
Hair Down is released

April 18.

Among the winners
ot this year's Grammy
Awards were Them
Crooked Vultures
(pictured: for Bes
Hard Rock
Performance), Muse
(Best Rock Album),
Iron Maiden (Best
Metal Performance),
Neil Young (Best Rock
Song) and Train (Best
Pop Performance By
A Duo Or Group

With Vocals),

The Boys

WELCOME BACK

Dangerfield and
Plain: The Boys

are back. In black.

Jh\

f Elvis hadn't killed their 70s success by dying, they
could've been the first chart-bothering punk band.

By RIGHTS, THE Boys should have been
huge, Frustrated by the inexperience of
his bandmates, Matt Dangerfield left the

London 55 in early 76 to form The Boys
with ex-Hollvwood Brats Andrew

Matheson and Casino Steel. After
Matheson's departure the classic Boys
line-up was completed

weren't frightened of channelling
Brill Building pop classicism, and The
Beatles comparisons were deserved.
MD: We couldn't help but let our

influences come through. Maybe some

punk bands started from vear zero, but ['d
been playing euitar since [ was fifteen, as

had Cas, so we couldn't

by Honest John Plain, pretend that we were
Duncan ‘'Kid' Reid,and  ¢¢ . just beginners. We
Jack Black. Yﬂ“ﬂg luds are :.veren’%gﬂnd enough
olowmgthesex . checkingus out  De orh O
Fistols'sacking trom as WE“ aS a bit more experienced
EMI, The Boys were . than most other punk
the only punk band th&]]_" paren T musicians. We were
with a record deal, but even using vocal

the fates (and Elvis harmonies.

Presley) conspired to hobble them.,
MNow they're back tor a single rare and

unmissable performance.

The mythic London 55: discuss.
Matt Dangerfield: Me, Mick [Jones] and

Tony [James] were still a bit glam, because
there wasn't a particular punk style to
begin with, it developed a bit later. What
interested me most was the involvement
of Bernie Rhodes. We'd audition singers
and Bernie would pre-vet them. The guy
would come in, and before he'd even sung
a note Bernie would ask him: “What's
vour favourite colour?” The guy would
say black or whatever, and Bernie would
say: “No. Sorry, yvou're not really what
wee looking tor.”

Nobody really had any songs, so we got
Andrew and Cas from the Hollywood
Brats over. But Andrew wasn't impressed
with Mick, who could hardly play, or
Tonv because he looked like a twerp. He
wore those early contact lenses that made
evervone who wore them look glassy
eved and blink a lot.

Honest John Plain: And he sutfered trom
asthma... I hid his inhaler once to have

a laugh watching him wheeze.

You never seemed to adopt the year-
zero manifesto of the punk herd, you

RElEasEg-StoreMags & Fantalflz

First Time and Brickfield Nights weren't
the hits that they really should have
been. What went wrong?

MD: Bad timing... The first Boys album
went straight into the chart at number

forty. Then Elvis died and it went straight
out again. No one could buy it because

RCA — our distributor — were printing
nothing but Elvis records. Then the
second-album tour was booked too early
—we were out promoting nothing: one
album already out of print and another
not yet in print.

Rediscovered by a new generation via

the internet, you're back to charm the
old punks and their offspring alike.

How is that working for you?

HJP: We originally re-formed to tour
Japan and virtually haven't stopped since.
We're doing Argentina, Uruguay and
Brazil now, places we could never have
done at our height. Young kids are
checking us out as well as their parents.
So thank God for the internet.

MD: But beware the punk rock
menopause —when you start to

embarrass your kids. IF

The ‘Bovs play London’s ‘Relentless Garage
on eApril 8.

(NY T3l TR
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Dark and dirty Americana to chill your soul,
from the rock'n'roll wastelands of Essex.

THEY RE INSPIRED BY Tom Waits, The Band and Neil Young. ']']‘Jﬁ::.-' Write
concept albums about American characters and come from. .. Southend?

Yep, meet The Lucky Strikes, a tive-piece who've already got three albums

FOR FANS OF... to their name and have an Americana wistfulness that
: would seem to be at odds with their home town,

“We have a lot of British inspirations as well,” laughs
pedal steel uitarist Matthew Boulter. “If you're from
Southend, vou can't escape Dr Feelgood; we love that
whole R&B sound. But this area is Very desolate and
lonely, and somehow lends itself to an American feel.”

They came together in 2006, with Boulter joined by
ouitarist/pianist Dave Giles, bassist Paul Ambrose,
drummer Will Bray and tiddle player Jim Wilson.

“Actually, how we got [im is odd,” Boulter explains.
“We did a gig in the Southend area, and there was [im
outside, asleep in his car. We saw him, peered in as
vou do, and noticed he had a fiddle on the seat next to
him. So we asked if he'd like to join us.”

Their self-titled debut album came out in 2007, with

“If you want to know
what we sound like,
then imagine the
energy of Thin Lizzy's
Live And Dangerous,
with the looseness of
the Rolling Stones on
Exile On Main Street
and rough and ready
approach of Neil
Young & Crazy Horse
on Zuma. That's The
Lucky Strikes.”

SONZS drawn from Giles' experiences. "Dave lived in
Louisiana for a ut{:n;_ﬁhﬁ of years, Says Boulter, “and met

Release: StoreMa@sgedizantalag

|
)

T T ST TR A
*“This area is very desolate and

lonely, and somehow lends itself
to an American feel.”

Strikes

I these incredible characters, and thev're all mentioned.” For their next
\bum The Chronicles !flflrr.'":if]fnrr:m: Quick (2009), th ey went tull y L‘.t‘JE‘.i’.E:I‘J‘L'llsﬂ-

“Dave has this idea about doing a record based on who could have
murdered great bluesman Robert Johnson in 1938, S0 we invented this
person who n‘lighf have done it, and that 2AVE 1S the .'GLI:'}T’}-'I.'iTI-i.'!_"

They've staved in the conceptual area with new album Gabriel, Forgive My
22 Sins, although this time the main character is fully fictitious.

“It's a boxer called Frankie Valentinez. He throws a fight for money, and
then regrets what he’s done. But his life disintegrates, and he gets involved in
more and more crime. The album ends with him on the border between
Mexico and America. Here he meets Louis, who's a devil type figure, trying
to entice him to cross into Mexico and freedom. But there’s also a lawyer
named Gabe (the arcangel Gabriel}, who tries to convince Frankie to stay in
America and face the consequences of his actions. But we don't tell vou
what choice he makes. It's left open.”

Boulter believes that doing concept albums actually frees up the band.
“It’s the difference between writing a poem and a novel. We love doing it.”
So far, the band haven’t made it to America, but they hope this will change
soon. And then they might have to face a problem over their name.

“There is a band from Texas also called The Lucky Strikes. They're in the
Frank Sinatra im.mgi: ht}*h‘.- R n?':lirzi,__g like us. But that could lead to a clash
over the name. Can you imagine if you booked us thinking we were them?”
Now there’s the basis for another concept album... MD

The Luck v Strikes’ Gabriel Foreive My 22 Sins is in the shops now.
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HIGHWAY ROBBERY

For Love Or Money RCA, USA 1972
£65 for a mint vinyl copy.

Jp there with the
very best US heavy
albums of the early
/0s, these guys
weren't messing
around. Taking off
with the churning
chords and

harmonious
melodies ot Mystery Rider, it's heavy, but
not quite mind-blowing. So you'd better
be sitting tight for the torrent of terocious
distortion that kicks in with the following
nroto-punk thrash of fifteen - it's a
blinder and definite highlight.

Calitornia’'s Highway Robbery were a
power-trio that had enough talent and
energy to obliterate most bands with
larger member counts, with a drummer
(Don Francisco) handling the majority of
vocal duties. All | Need (To Have Is You)
and Bells are less rocking, well-structured
tracks bearing an uncanny resemblance
to Neil Young and his C5N chums.

Fuzz monster Lazy Woman is another
corker, with lead vocals this time handled

‘You’d better be sitting

tight for the torrent of
ferocious distortion.

by bassist John Livingston. [t comes
across like a garage rock version of early
Cream being covered by Spine of God era
Monster Magnet. Native American
Guitarist and chiet songwriter Michael
Stevens deserves special mention; a
former member of blues-rockers Atlee
(alongside drummer/vocalist Francisco)
and psychedelic-rockers Boston Tea
Party, his playing is biting, ageressive but
subtly textured when needed.

These days considered a cult act,
Highway Robbery are a solid example of
a great band lost in time. Ending with
Promotion Man, a ferocious Zeppelin-
esque slide guitar attack on the music
industry, For Love Or Money is an album
most worthy of more recognition. LD

CLASSICROCKMAGAZINE COM
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Kiss have begun work
on a new studio
album. As with 2009 s
t:lng
produced by guitarist/
vocalist Paul Stanley,
cxpect to hear 1t later

: E‘-."'- 'l-'.[.'.II '-i'

SOrC Boom .|’,

Bruce Springsteen |5
nrovide vocals on a
new alburm from the
Dropkick Murphys.
The Boss '[':'ir"::_-? the
Bostonian punks on
their cover of Peg
.'.',.-"] '_L-' He =il 1. astand ..r_J (]

'|!":I gates t_".ll

1913. The albumn, Ll_l."r'lii

Out Of Stvle, also
features a cameo from

Fat Mike of NOFX,

With a new album anag
North American tour
on the way, Bob Seger

has put his backing

group The E-:\'-,.-'r_- r Bullet
Band back
the first time

five years.

..r|=|- |.1|| rf-..
1 almost

Poison vocalist Bret
Michaels (pictured)
has been released
from hospital after an
operation to repair a
hole in his heart. The
47-year-old recently
["l |"||f'|" 'F__| (8 h ‘I" (1=

ne girlfriend Kri st
Ibst O W iths J|'|-|' |
he has two young
OallE " "'tl:.

Matt Bellamy s
eported to have
become engaged 1o
{ ite Hudson, .'I_IrrThr
wite nf Black Crowes
singer Chri F_.IL- NSOn.
::Ei_nt_...r|5:.ﬂ nd Hudson
f‘ ave a seven-year-old
r and Kate
IS r-l *Pn:.{_ L.H.gnaﬂ-'.
with a child by the
Muse frontman.

In a welcome move tor

pomp-rock fans, Saga
frl'.:' |'_’r'lz.'Ell ‘ejoined by
Michael Sadler, their
CO- “ninr vocalist
who auit the group iﬂ
2007 ¢ rlrf mily
reasons Lﬂj ==
expec ted to record a
new album very soon,
as will their o L.-t;i-; 0l NEg
singer, Rob Maoratti,

A
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John Waite: he's
been missIng us.

WELCOME BACK

John Waite

The man behind Missing You returns to Britain with
a new sound and some unconventional shows.

WITH A CAREER spanning three
decades, John Waite found fame fronting
The Babys in 1975. After that band broke

up he scored a huge solo hit in Missing You,
before releasing two albums with

Journey's Neal Schon and Jonathan Cain
in Bad English. Returning to solo work in
1995, Waite then joined Ringo Starr’s
All-Starrs, and scored a US hit with a

country re-make of Missing You that
featured his partner Alison Krauss.
Waite's new album, Rough & Tumble, was
recorded in collaboration with Matchbox
20 guitarist Kyle Cook.

You've tackled lke & Tina Turner’s
Sweet Rhode Island Red?

I'd loved it for vears. | was so stuck for
songs, | thought that if T was ever gonna

do it then now was the time.

Does that explain the re-recording of
Mr Wonderful, which first appeared on
1982’s Ignition album?
In a way it might have done, but we
included it on my last European tour and
it brought the house down every night. In
Germany it's my second biggest song
[atter Missing You), so
we did it partly as a

How did you strike hello to the Germans.
up I:II:E relationship “I've Still gﬂt thS

with Kyle Cook? The spoken word
He was a friend of a ﬂf el‘lerg}’ . It’s segment of Peace Of
friend. We were both Mind is something
in Nashville at the Wliy 1 p]‘ay With new for you?

same time and hit it oft
right away.

Were you mutual fans?

I'd heard some of Kyle's solo stuff, which
is quite left of centre —almost punky. In

their videos he always stood out as being
a hell of a guitar plaver.

The new album is very melodic but
has a vibe that’s different to anything
vou've done hefore.

True's true, and I've no idea how it

happened. We wrote very quickly and
spontaneously. The original plan was to

do an EP, so when the project became an
album I scratched around for songs, to be
honest. The best thing about the album
was there was no real plan. That's why it

sounds so fresh.

Did the fact that your current band
are much younger than you affect the
album greatly?

Maybe so, but I've still got lots of energy.

It's why I play with younger guys. With
me, if you come in halt an hour late and

take a lunch then you get fired. My teeth
are still sharp.

younger guys.”’

| in Lancasjer .?ﬂ

| wanted to push the
envelope. T don't want
to do formula music

when there are so many people around
content to do just that.

Being a US resident these days, how
much does it mean to you to come
back and play a UK tour?

I'm a proud Englishman, so it meansa
areat deal. | come home tour or five times

every vear to hang out, have a pint of
Guinness, walk through the fields. ..

One doesn't like to be rude, but the gig
at the Rogerthorpe Manor Hotel in
Pontefract sounds like a decidedly
un-rockn’roll location?

|Laughing] I have no idea about that. The

promoter put me into Lancaster [Waite's
birthplace|, which is great. We're taking
every gig that comes along —if they
offered us Glasgow, Birmingham or
Manchester I'd be there in a heartbeat, but
it'’s not easy to get those gigs. DL

‘Rough & Tumble is available via

Frontiers ﬁgfrprds ‘&?ﬂ:; 5 ,mur f“ f fr{éﬂ?ﬁ r’n r’ N
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Bang-ing

B&O's dock fits iPads as well as iPhones and iPods. And fat wallets.

I e e e e e e e e R e e e e i

LOOKING THROUGH BANG & Olutsen’s
catalogue is like peering through the window
of an investment bank and looking at the stalf
inside: a lot of shiny casing, a sense that
everything is hideously expensive, and the ever-
present thought of: “What the hell is it that you
actually do?” But, unlike a bunch of bankers,
vou'd be very happy to have some B&O in vour
house. And the BeoSound 8 iPod dock is a cool
bit of kit to start your collection with.

One of the most attractive iPod docks we've
seen in a long time, the BeoSound § also

WILL IRELAND

ot A LIS AR AR LELS

Get your knobs out for the lads.

One thing a'uuutﬂm* mmediately strikes
you about the BeoSound 8 15 the e

~inimalism, its disting + lack of a Tign :
.jt._l. -like array of knobs and lights mﬁ, ’
Impor tant as am.m::l quiall o
o used to drool over the
=tes in the /Us and 80s.
too. have eschne wed
3 selling

hare rnimimum of

seermned as |
those of us wh
|atest hi-ti sepat

Some gultar makers,

slactronic clutter that was once a

yaint, in favour of the ] -
;nmhi and to .jgirr: Several companies

(mostly Dean) m ade furry guitars -;!'I'i;j

hasses for ZZ Top's Billy G ttrtnr? anc '
Dusty Hill ¢ an,,u:E"H respectively, aaa{:

netrument with Just One volume knob

| egs can in deed amount to More.

. |

happens to fit the iPad. The oversized, cone-
shaped speakers make it appear to float above
the table, or you can mount it on a wall bracket
if you choose.

Once it's in place, you can tweak the settings

using what they call a ‘room adaptation’ switch.

This optimises 105 watts of audio power for
a corner, wall or free-standing positioning. The
adaptive bass linearisation facility, meanwhile,
increases bass response in smaller rooms.

You can even match it to whatever room you
decide to put it in by opting for a black or white

H ,.,L

version with matching power cord. Then, if that
wasn't already enough style, you can choose
from six fabric speaker covers in the attractive
shades of lavender blue, purple, green, yellow,
black and white.

[t'll soon fit into your room so pertectly that
vou'll be so embarrassed at your own poorly
mismaiched attire that you'll probably begin
dressing to blend in with it.

£895, www.bang-olufsen.com

Rob Temple, Features Editor, T3 magazgine

BeoSound 8: actually not
an iPod-docking bicycle.
That would be just daft.
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As this issue went to
press, Corey Taylor
was being strongly
tipped to become
Velvet Revolver's new
frontman. The
Slipknot/Stone Sour
e singer coyly refused
[ to confirm or deny

the rumours.

L)
aT7

The White Stripes
have broken up for
what the Detroit-
based duo are
describing as “a myriad
of reasons, but mostly
to preserve what is

beautiful and special W E ]‘CO M E B AC K

about the band”. ® f.

in sales, Guitar Hero

has been axed (pun After beij ng cast adrift by two label = the Manc

intended). The once

M Il HO\Wer proggers are paddling their own canoe.

Amplifier: no one
to answer to but
themselves.

credited with
resurrecting the
careers of several rock DESPITE THEIR HERALDED new album | expectation. And I think that’s evident on
mnstitutions, will no The Octopus being a sprawling, two-disc The Octopus. It reminds me very much of
longer be set of unbridled progressive and space our first album.
manufactured. rock, Manchester trio Amplifier are
perhaps the epitome of the belief that Obviously with AmpCorp the band
" ?1?" | today's record labels don't understand do absolutely everything themselves.
£ Y.~ what to do with proeg bands. Was that the intention from the start?
rg —yn ¥ Signed to the now defunct MEN for We were always going to make a record.
L3 2004's self-titled debut, when the label We knew there were enough fans out
was bousht out by BMG Amplifier were there to buy what we made. It transpires
dropped, despite their critical success. In there were actually a lot more people than
< g T _ stepped indie label SPV tor the Astronaut that. It's all worked out reallv well.
2 - o, R Dismantles HAL EP {2005) and Insider
Volcom = Volver Jlean "Elarl{ Black % rry eRity wew s gﬂﬂ{;‘:‘} EL'IjPFEH}I’tH ‘l.i'l:’it]'l A dﬂll:;:ililg task
peth and Porcupine nevertheless...
sttt IO Brian May, Deep Trec ollowed Then gy g el edidnse
¢ s e ancther sreat raiecd Srle Purple drummer SPV had troubles of € were SO Si1C ourselves any
. SL lan Paice, Peter their own. . deadlines — or even
but cool, fantastic quality jeans. Frampton, Yes/Asia Now the band are ﬂ'f the ll'ldllStl'y, decide how the whole

Modern straight leg, low-rise, blacker

guitarist Steve Howe back, this time doing thing would be when
than black... you cant rE?lly & TS and Black Label it all themselves am:lE none 0f us Wﬂl‘lt&tl weﬂgﬁ nished it. We
with these. Volcom rock FrDEi'Et"y’ EI:.IITH rist Zakk makin oa show of tﬂ C 011‘!! hqjugh[ alotof

* : : Wylde (pictured) are rock'n'roll defiance. arry recording equipment,

>in Star Clothing - United Tee among the names [ taught myself how to
www.sinstarclothing.com, £24.99 collaborating with What happened when things changed | useit, and then we started writing songs.
[2] Started by two young musicians, s @V UEMEIEIGEE  at SPV records? [t was as simple as that. It would be what it
this rocking brand creates clothing for - best known as Star After we did Insider and we were doing was when it was finished. We knew it
people who love the alternative; Trek’s Captain James our tour, there was this hiatus, We just would be a big album, probably over
rockers, skaters, tattoo fanatics or just T Kirk - on a covers never really heard from anvone again. more than one CD, but that was ir.
guys who love cool, dark shirts. This album titled Seeking It wasn't a million miles from what had
awesome United tee and more in the Major Tom. happened with MEN. Tt starts with This DIY ethicis becoming the norm
range are available on their webstore someone calling you every day, and ends for many prog bands — Pendragon, 1Q,
or at Selfridges. Beavis And Butt- with no one calling you at all. We'd Marillion, they've all done it.

head, MTV s two already decided we were going to go ot If you think about it, those might be prog
Crazy Pig - Gallows Skull Ring teenaged, and do other stuff, but hadn't told anvone bands, but it’s a total punk rock ethic. I've
www.crazypigdesigns.com, £230 lobotomised metal because we didn't want to rock the boat. always liked that fact. It's saying that if
[3] All Crazy Pig pieces are designed critics, are to return to Which seems silly now, thinking about it. yvou want something done properly, do it
and hand crafted in their Covent the channel after an vourselt, Even if you're shit when you
Garden shop from precious stones absence of 14 years. Soitwasn'ta case of the three of you start, you'll learn bloody quickly.
and metals, making them high-end The cartoon series’ sitting around looking at each other
nieces with that dirty, cool, rock'n'roll creator, Mike Judge, going: “Fuck! What do we_dﬂ now?" It sounds like you're busier than the
edee. If you name any rock idol, has been writing new Oh no, not at all. After we'd tinished average band at the moment?
Armand Serra has designed bespoke Epi*_-‘.r:ndelﬁ, though it's recording Insider we were so sick of the Well we've been working hard at sending
jewellery for them. The shop is uncertain w hE_'ﬂ they music industry anyway, none of us out the various different versions of the
nothing short of beautiful, and wel will begin to air. wanted to carry on. We were talking new record. And then we're going to have
worth a visit - if only to buy this | about how sad it was that external to learn how to play it live and get it out
sorgeous two-piece silver with ruby- Cathedral are to split circumstances had forced us into that on the road. So yes, you could say that, JE
set eye-skull ring, and hear one of up. [he veteran K | position. And at that point we decided,
P T T rockers will play their fuck it, we'll just go back to being how we The Octopus is out now on cAmpCorp. For

last live shows [ater were before we even had a record deal. No more info visit www.amplifiertheband.com

this year, before a final
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sit’s not easy, but Bton’t do it
because it’s easy - I'do it because
I have to. This is what I love.” *

Could it finally be time for these soul-infused
rock'n'rollers to get their big break?

THE BELLRAYS ARE about to become music’s longest-standing overnight
sensation. It’s been 21 years since their self-titled debut album. Since then
they've been largely ignored by major labels, courted by an occasionally
avid media and cultivated a ferocious live reputation — most of it, pretty
much, from the back of their van.

“Twenty years plus, Jesus,” says singer Lisa Kekaula on the phone from
the band’s long-standing base of Riverside, a desert town some 50 miles
east of LA, “when you put it like that, ..”

The band’s latest album, the electrifying vet soultul Black Lightning is,
remarkably, their best yet. Remarkable eiven the consistently high standard
of their extensive back catalogue, and that they've managed to conjure up
such a memorable record given decades of adversity that would have
crushed other bands in a matter of months.

“Oh, don’t get me wrong, every day I feel like, fuck this,” says Kekaula
with a snort. “I'm allowed to quit once a day. It's not easy, but | don'tdo it
because it's easy — | do it because [ have to. This is what | love.”

She met the band’s other lvnchpin, guitarist Bob Vennum, when they
were both students moonlighting as cooks to get them through college.
Kekaula came from a jazz and Stax backeround, Vennum was listening to
The Who and the MC5. Little wonder that they've became a melting pot for
carage rock and Motown soul. They recorded albums in short bursts,

honing the songs in long hours of rehearsals, and then playing them pretty
much live in the studio. That all changed on 2008’s Hard Sweet And Sticky.

“We just didn't know what we were doing really,” she says. “We'd gone
into a studio and it was such a tiasco that it ended with us having nothing to
show from it. We recorded, then started to mix it down and there was all
this noise on there. Something was living in the studio walls and it showed
up on the tape! I don’t know if it was electrical, or mice, it could have been
aliens, but we'd thrown all this money at a record and there was nothing
left. We just said, ‘screw it', and started doing it ourselves, We were broke
and then, typically, those sort of albums were the ones that got us noticed.”

Now they've finally mastered the studio, or at least checked the walls first,
their output’s sharper, more crafted, swinging wildly between the sublime
Detroit groove of Sun Comes Down to the over-the-top Evervbody Get Up.
“That'’s our total AC/DC rip off,” says Kekaula, laughing.

It's been argued that, because they mix up such distinctive and evocative
strands of music, it's been to the detriment of their success —confusing an
audience who can't, or won't, embrace both. Kekaula’s having none of it.

“We're always being told that we make it hard for people to listen to us.
| oive people more credit than that. We had radio where you'd hear The
Beatles on the same station as Joe Tex —who said you couldn't do that
anymore?” she enquires. “But don’t get me wrong, 1 still wouldn't mind if a
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